TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - MOUNT VERNON, WA

The Meaning of Christian Baptism

1. Our Lord Jesus Christ has commanded baptism in Matthew, chapter 28:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. (v. 19,20)

2. It is essential for a person being baptized to be taught and instructed in the Christian faith. Baptism and disciple training should not be separated.

3. Children should also be baptized. Natural birth does NOT make us children of God. Jesus said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6) Little children also have a human and sinful nature and are in need of baptism.

4. It is God’s Word and promise that make baptism valid. However, baptism alone is not a guarantee of salvation. As a result of God’s forgiveness, faith and a resulting Christian life must follow. Each baptized person should come to faith and a life of discipleship. 

5. Baptism, if performed in the name of the Triune God, needs to be performed only once. A person who repents and returns to the Christian faith does not need to be baptized again. 

6. The Lutheran Church has observed the custom of sponsors or godparents. Sponsors must, of course, be believers of the Christian faith. 

Realizing the meaning of baptism, I promise with God’s help to provide instruction and fellowship in the Christian faith for my child.

Name of child ____________________________

Date of Birth ______________ Place of Birth ____________________

Mother’s name (and maiden name) _____________________________

Fathers name ___________________________

Parents address ________________________________ Phone __________
Baptism Date __________________ Place _________________

Sponsors or witnesses 
_____________________

 
_____________________
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