
[image: image1.png]Tf‘mljc’\i Lutheran Church Mount Vernon, Mfe‘\sh{mﬂfon




TRINITY 101

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church!

And welcome to Trinity 101 class for discovering who Jesus is and how you can grow with us at Trinity Lutheran Church! 

Trinity 101 is a six hour class designed to introduce you to the gift of new life that God intends for you. It involves Bible discovery of God Himself, discovery of God's people at Trinity, and discovery of yourself in a new way! 
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Session 1


God's Promise of Life 

Memory Verses: 

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  1 John 5:11-12  

or

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16  

WHO IS JESUS?

Read about Jesus' birth in Matthew 1:18-25. 


Who is Jesus' mother?   _______________________


What is strange about Jesus' birth?   ___________________________


According to verse 23 what title is given to Jesus? ______________


What does this name mean? _________________

Luke 1:26-37 also speaks of the unique conception of Jesus.


Who is Jesus' true father (Luke 1:34-35)? _____________________

According to 1 John 5:12 who has eternal life? 

___________________________________________

How is this amazing gift of eternal life received (John 3:16)? 

___________________________________________________________

Why did God send his son to earth (John 3:16)? 

___________________________________________________________

Read Romans 3:23. Who has sinned (rebelled against God)? 

___________________________________________________________

Read 1 John 1:9. To whom does God promise forgiveness? 

___________________________________________________________

For spiritual help remember S-O-S


The Law (what God requires of us; what we do) Shows us Our Sin. 


The Gospel (good news; what God has done for us) Shows us Our Savior. 

How do you know that you have eternal life? (Circle the correct answer)

(1) I have done many good things throughout my life.

(2) I feel a peace that God loves everyone and will forgive me.

(3) In the Bible Jesus says that He has forgiven me.

(4) I try to do my best to live a good life.

(5) I'm doing better than someone else. 

This Week:

1. Choose one of the memory verses at the beginning of this lesson and memorize it by practicing writing it out. 

2. Pray for forgiveness of anything wrong in your life that comes to mind. Trust God for forgiveness and life eternal in Jesus! 

3. Tell one person that you have Jesus in your life. Comment below on your experience (ie. How did they respond? Was it positive or negative? How did you feel? Nervous? Excited?)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

4. Complete your lesson for the next session. Look forward to how God will continue to bless you! 

The mission of TLC is to develop trusting friendships that draw people to Jesus Christ, nurture them in His Word, and send them to courageously reach others.

Session 2

God's Promise of Answered Prayer

Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.    John 16:24

WALKING WITH JESUS / TALKING WITH JESUS 

Prayer may simply be described as conversation with God. 

What is God's desire and command in John 16:24b (“b” refers to the second part of the verse)? 

_______________________________________________________

How might this compare to a father or mother's desire for their toddler to come to them? 

_______________________________________________________

What is the qualification for asking of (praying to) God in 1 John 5:14? 

_______________________________________________________ 

What are the two results of prayer promised in John 16:24b? 


1) _______________________


2) _______________________

What did Jesus do when He was tired and facing great tasks (Luke 6:11-13)? 

_______________________________________________________

When is good time of day for you to read your Bible and pray? 

________________________________________________________

Where is a private place you can go to talk with God regularly?  

________________________________________________________

What did Jesus’ disciples want from Him in Luke 11:1? 

What was Jesus' response (verse 2-4)? 

________________________________________________________

What can hinder our prayers (Psalm 66:18)?

________________________________________________________

Read Psalm 37:4. What desires does God want us to have? 

________________________________________________________

What does God want to do with our heart desires? 

________________________________________________________

How can we know that we are praying for what is right? John 15:7

________________________________________________________

How often does God want to hear from us (Luke 18:1)? What practical ideas do you have on how to do that? 

________________________________________________________

God’s answers to prayer (we will fill these in during class):

1) Yes

2) _________

3) _________

This Week:

1. Practice your memory verse.

2. Schedule a “meeting” with God. Try to pray the Lord's Prayer and ask Him to handle other concerns that come to mind. How did it go?

________________________________________________________

3. Ask Him to speak to you as you work on your next lesson. 

4. Practice a conversation prayer through each activity of your day! 

Session 3

God's Promise of Fellowship

THE AUTHORITY AND POWER OF THE BIBLE 

The Holy Spirit moved men to write exactly what God wanted, without error. They wrote in their own words, yet what they wrote was truly the Word of God. 

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17.  What is so important or special about the Bible? 

_________________________________________________________

What has brought Christians to believe in it? (Ephesians 2:8-9)

_________________________________________________________

What did Jesus say about the accuracy of the Bible (Luke 16:17)? 

_________________________________________________________

BAPTISM

“Baptize” or “Baptism” are really Greek words (from the original language of the New Testament of the Bible). To baptize simply meant to dip or wash. Jesus gives water used “in His name” new meaning and power. 

Matthew 28:18-20  Who is baptism intended for? ______________________
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refer to in this passage? 
   

What gives water used in baptism its power? ________________________

Acts 2:38  What does baptism give us? ________________________

Romans 6:3-4  What two actions of Christ does Baptism give us (or work in us)? 

1. ____________________
2. ______________________

THE LORD'S SUPPER

Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 and 1 Corinthians 10:16. When we eat and drink bread and wine in Christ's special meal what do we also take into our mouths? 

_____________________________________________________________________

1 Corinthians 11:27-32  How should we prepare for receiving communion? 

_____________________________________________________________________

Matthew 26:28  What is offered to us in this new covenant? 

_____________________________________________________________________

FELLOWSHIP

Hebrews 10:24-25  What is God's intention for us to grow? 

_____________________________________________________________________

Hebrews 3:13  How often should we encourage one another? ______________

Acts 5:42  What two meeting places did the early church use for fellowship? 

1) _______________________  2) _________________________

What would be a preferred time (and place) for you to meet with other Christians in a small (perhaps home) fellowship? 

_____________________________________________________________________

This Week:

1. Practice your memory verse(s).

2. Continue to schedule to meet with God for personal prayer and Bible reading. 

3. Contact another believer (outside public worship) and encourage them in their faith. 

4. Try out one of the many team (small group) opportunities at Trinity. How did it go? 

________________________________________________________

Trust God to lead and bless you through each activity this week! 

HEART DIRECTED GIVING

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7 NKJV

Tithing (meaning giving 10 percent of one's income) is a term used in the Scriptures, especially throughout the Old Testament. In most of those cases the "tithe" was a "legislated" matter to support the levitical priesthood and provide other benefits. Freewill offerings were made in addition to the tithe.

In the New Testament, tithing is not mentioned nearly as much, but such expressions as cheerful, firstfruit, and proportionate are used repeatedly. This leads us to conclude that while tithing may be a good spiritual discipline and a good starting point for a mature Christian, it may not be the best way to present biblical giving since it can easily become a legalistic requirement of the law rather than a cheerful offering motivated by the love of God shown toward us in Christ.

Therefore, we maintain that God's stewards are managers, not owners. This means that God's stewards have been entrusted with life and life's resources and given the privilege of responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him. Thus, as children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will encourage cheerful, firstfruit, proportionate (including but not limited to tithing) living and giving in all areas of life by Christian stewards.

Another way of thinking about this issue is to remember that all things, including money, belong to God and the real question is how much of what belongs to Him are we going to keep for ourselves and how much are we going to use to fulfill His purposes? King David said it very well in 1 Chronicles 29:14: "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand."

(From lcms.org FAQs)

What Trinity Lutheran Church Teaches: 

1. The entire Bible, which points to Jesus as the Savior, is the inspired and errorless Word of God. It is God's message of love and hope for all people. 

2. There is only one true God, who exists in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

3. God is the creator of everything that exists. 

4. Adam and Eve, our first parents, were originally created by God pure and holy. They lived according to God's will, doing what was pleasing to Him. 

5. Adam and Eve, the man and woman God created in the beginning, went against God's will and brought sin into the world. Since that time, all people have been conceived and born in sin. 

6. Sin is living out of relationship with God, not living according to God's will, and thus transgressing His holy will in thought, word and deed. 

7. People cannot restore themselves by their good works or restore themselves to a right relationship with God. 

8. God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world. He is both true God and true man. He lived to fulfill God's law for us, died on the cross to pay the penalty our sins deserved, and rose from the dead so that we might have eternal life. He ascended into heaven, where He now sits at the right hand of The Father to intercede for us. 

9. Because of Jesus' death on the cross, God declares a person just or righteous and forgiven. This happens not because of human effort, but because the justification won by Jesus is applied to the one who believes in Jesus as Savior. 

10. Faith in Jesus is a gift of God, given by the power of the Holy Spirit; thus all the glory belongs to God. 

11. The means of grace are the Word, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. By these means, the merits of Jesus' perfect life and atoning death are personally conveyed to all who believe in Jesus as their Savior. 

12. Jesus will come again to take all believers to Himself. On the final day, all the dead will be raised. Those who are still alive will be bodily transformed. After this the final judgment will take place. Unbelievers will go into eternal damnation, and believers into eternal life. 

13. The true Christian church is made up of all believers of all times who believe in the Triune God and in Jesus Christ as their only Savior. 

14. God wants Christians to join with other believers in churches which correctly teach God's Word and administer Holy Baptism and Holy Communion according to the teachings of Scripture. 

15. Christians are called to tell others that the only way of salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, and to show their faith by their deeds of love toward others.

(Reprinted from Lutheran Hour Ministries' What Lutherans Believe brochure, ©2000)

See Luther's Small Catechism with Questions for a more thorough confession and explanation. It's available at www.cph.org. 


