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Adapted, with permission, from the home study book by Arnold H. Jahr. Bible quotations are taken from the “English Standard Version” translation unless otherwise noted. 
CHAPTER I
... ABOUT GOD AND HIS WORLD

Your interest in the Christian faith causes you to ask questions of vital importance for your life today, in your future and in the life after. How can we find trustworthy answers to these questions? In science? In secular schools of learning? Only God can give them. He does so in His Word, the Bible. The Bible itself calls out to us that it is God’s Word, a message for us given by God Himself for us to know how to live. This study is an overview of what God says to us in the Bible, so it will constantly refer to the Holy Scriptures to find out “What the Bible Says.”
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ITSELF

The word “Bible” itself means “book.” Through the years the Bible has been the “Book of Books.” It has consistently been the best seller. Only when speaking of the Bible can we confidently say to God, “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). Jesus says of it: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my word will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

The Bible is divided into the Old and the New Testaments. The Old Testament begins with Genesis, written by Moses about 1500 years before Christ; it ends with Malachi, written about 400 years before Christ. The Old Testament has a total of 39 books. The 27 books of the New Testament were all written by the end of the first century after Christ. It is remarkable, that, despite this long period of time from about 1500 years before Christ to 100 years after Christ, everything in the Bible is in perfect agreement. Although other New Testament writers quote the Old Testament, Matthew especially emphasizes that the prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled by the events of the New. Jesus Himself said, “Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). The Bible is in perfect agreement with itself throughout both the Old and the New Testaments. 
You may well ask: “How did the Bible come to us?” Many books have been written about the authorship of the Bible. Men have speculated about its origin. But the Bible simply states the fact: “All Scripture is breathed out by God” (2 Timothy 3:16), also called God’s “inspiration.” 
God chose selected men to do the actual writing of the Bible. In reading the Bible, we notice that they expressed the truth of God in terms of their own day and in their own style. Yet what they wrote is God’s own inspired message to the world today and for all time. “. . . men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). God has given us His word in language and in terminology which we can grasp and understand (Hebrews 1:1).

God speaks in and through the Bible to all who will listen (Matthew 11:15; 13:3-9; Hebrews 3:7-8). When we read the Bible or hear it read, we are in Gods presence, just as Moses was in His presence when the Lord spoke to him out of the burning bush (Exodus 3:1-6). And, like Moses, we are to listen to what God has to say to us.

God makes every effort to come close to us. In days of old, God Himself spoke to men in various ways and under varying circumstances (Hebrews 1:1). In our day, through the Bible, God speaks to us in sacred story, in great doctrines (teachings), in inspiring poetry, and in solemn promises and prophecies. In every instance, we can rely firmly on the fact that God’s Word is absolutely true in every respect. It is the truth about God and man, about life and death, about sin and salvation, about right and wrong, about the individual and society. God’s Word applies to us and to our needs today as it did in the past to other generations. God’s Word is ageless and unchanging (John 8:31-32; 17:17).

Men have argued about the Bible for centuries. They have torn it apart; they have ridiculed and burned it. But they have not been able to destroy it! Because it is God’s Word, the Bible has outlived all its critics and its enemies! God’s Word will continue forever. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My word will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT GOD’S WORLD

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1) — with these simple, majestic words, the Holy Scriptures begin the account of God's creation of the universe. The Bible simply states that the source of all being is the Almighty God. The Bible gives us the eye-witness account of God Himself, the only one present at this momentous occasion (Genesis 1:1-31). God worked this miracle of creation simply by His Almighty Word. “And God said, Let there be ... and there was”. This was an expression of God’s Will, and every part of His creation was in accordance with His divine and majestic will (Genesis 1; Psalm 33:6).

Creation was an orderly process covering a period of six days. Beginning with the creation of light, God prepared the world for the coming of life. The first light was a cosmic light of which the sun is only one form. 

The creation of light was followed by the creation of atmosphere, land, sea, and the solar system. Then God called forth the various forms of life in their proper order: plants, animals, and, finally, man. This orderly process of creation shows the wise planning and forethought of God.

God established the “laws of nature.” These show us even more the marvelous wisdom of “The Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth." God gave to each plant its own seed, bearing seed “according to its kind” (Genesis 1:11). He endowed birds, fish, animals and men with the impulses and powers of procreation, each again “after its kind” (Genesis 1:22-28). Thus, God gave to each plant and each living creature the power to reproduce itself “according to its kind.”

God ordered the courses of the sun, moon, and stars to provide the earth with the proper amount of heat and light, and also to establish the regularly recurring seasons, days, months, and years (Genesis 1:14-15).

Without the divinely-appointed “laws of nature,” none of the “sciences” could exist. Without the laws of nature governing the growth of plants, the farmer would be at a loss to know when to plant and harvest his crops. If the methods for the making of steel and the fashioning of other durable goods were unreliable, the manufacturer could not carry on his work. Modern science relies completely on the detailed and intricate “laws of nature”; it is constantly striving to learn more about them and their application.

The discoveries of the awesome forces of nature which man has only recently made, yet which have been in existence since creation, should humble rather than exalt us. Think of the many centuries it took to discover what has always been close at hand!

WHAT THE BIBLE TELLS US ABOUT GOD

Men of science should be, and many eminent scientists are the first to appreciate the words of the 19th Psalm: “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4).

God’s world reveals to us much of God’s power (Romans 1:20; Psalm 19), of God’s wisdom (Psalm 104:24; Job 28:20-28), of His glory and majesty (Psalm 19:1-4), and of His loving care for all that He has created (Psalm 145:15-16).

Because of the revelation of the world of nature, man cannot escape the fact that there must be a higher being. The Apostle Paul emphasizes this when he writes: “The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).
The world of nature tells man about God; man’s heart and conscience tell him there is a God. But, without the revelation of God brought by the Holy Spirit to each individual heart, man cannot know who the true God is and what He is like (1 Corinthians 2:14). In man’s foolishness and ignorance, he may even forget, or try to forget, that God is the Creator of all things. Paul says of the nations that had fallen into idol worship: “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they became fools, …” (Romans 1:21-22).

God’s Word never permits us to lose sight of the fact that God is the true God, that “All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.” (John 1:3). (See Psalm 95:3-5; Acts 17:22ff.; Romans 11:36).

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT GOD AND HIS CHARACTERISTICS

The Bible speaks to us about God and His characteristics; we also speak of them as God’s “attributes.” We will summarize them briefly now. Later, as we study salvation, we will explore them in greater detail. 
God’s Word makes it very clear that there is only one true God. (Read Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29; 1 Corinthians 8:4; Ephesians 4:6). We owe our first loyalty to God and to God alone. He does not want us to share such first loyalty with any other person or thing. God says, “I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.” (Isaiah 42:8). God repeatedly demonstrated to His chosen people, the Children of Israel, that the idols which they worshipped were not divine. Review the events on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:21-40; Baal — the god of fertility).
God has revealed Himself as the “triune God” (three in one), as we will see in our study of “What the Bible says”: God the Father created us; God the Son redeemed us; God the Holy Spirit brought us to faith in Christ and works to keep us in the faith. The benediction of Aaron describes the function of each person of the Holy Trinity (Numbers 6:24-26). The mystery of the Triune God (Trinity) is beyond our human understanding.

The Old Testament tells us that God is triune. God said, “Let us make man …” (Genesis 1:26). The promised messiah is described as equal with God the Father (Isaiah 9:6; Jeremiah 23:6); the Holy Spirit is described as coming from God and being a person (Job 33:4; Psalm 139:7-8; Isaiah 63:10). In the New Testament, the Triune God revealed Himself as triune at the baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:21-22).
Another mystery is the fact that the triune God is “spirit” and yet is a personality. God cannot be seen, for, as Jesus Himself declared: “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24; read also Acts 17:24-29; 2 Corinthians 3:17). However, God is not merely an impersonal force. He is the supreme and absolute personality. When Moses at the burning bush asked God to describe Himself, God answered, “I AM THAT I AM” (Exodus 3:14).

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” (Psalm 90:2). God was in existence long before His creation of the world. There never was a time, when God was not. There never will be a time, when He will not be. “From everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalm 90:2).

God does not change. He always was, and He always will be the same, from eternity to eternity. “I the Lord do not change,” God tells us in Malachi 3:6. One hymn expresses this: “Change and decay in all around I see. O Thou, who changest not, abide with me!” Again we face a comforting truth about God which is beyond our human understanding.

Likewise beyond our understanding is the fact that God is present everywhere and knows everything. We cannot run away from Him and can hide nothing from Him. The Psalmist writes: “O LORD, you have searched me and known me!  You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.  You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.  You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.  Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” (Read all of Psalm 139).
Wisdom is applied knowledge. God not only knows all things, hut He is also all-wise. “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all” (Psalm 104:24). The world about us, the intricate and orderly laws of nature speak to us about, an all-wise, loving God. Even the person who does not know God marvels at the wisdom of the all-wise Creator. Because of the witness of nature alone, the atheist (“There is no God”) and the agnostic (“We cannot know if there is a God”) are without basis for their beliefs. “They are without excuse,” says St. Paul (Romans 1:19-20). — Later, as we consider God’s plan of salvation, we will pause again to marvel at the wisdom of God.

God is also able to do whatever He pleases and whatever serves His plans and purposes. His act of creation demonstrates this. Notice this in studying God’s dealings with man. Certainly God can say, as He did to Abraham, “I am the Almighty God” (Genesis 17:1). As the Almighty God, His wonderful promise is deeply meaningful when He says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver you, and you will glorify me” (Psalm 50:15). (See Psalm 33:9; 135:6-7; Mark 10:27; Luke 1:37; Romans 4:21; Ephesians 1:19).

God is holy; He is completely without sin. God is absolutely pure and perfect. In a vision, Isaiah saw the holy angels cover their faces in His presence and worship Him, saying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:1-3). Because God is holy, He is also just and righteous in all He does. He can justly tell mankind, “Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). God measures out reward and punishment for right and wrong with absolute impartiality. “He will render to every man according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6). God shows no special favor to anyone. (See Psalm 19:9; 145:17; Romans 2:11; 1 Peter 1:17).

Even though no one has deserved kindly consideration from God, God is faithful, merciful, and gracious. “If we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13; Isaiah 25:1). God provides for the needs of His creation, “For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45; see also Psalm 145:15-16). “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (See Psalm 103:1-18; Exodus 34:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; Romans 3:23-24; Job 36:15).

Merciful: God has pity on those in need and helps them.

Gracious: God offers and gives His blessings regardless of merit and worthiness.

To sum up all of God’s characteristics and to describe Him briefly yet completely, God’s Word declares “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We have taken note of the providing love of God in the act of creation. We will see God’s love in His gracious dealings with sinful man. God’s greatest act of love: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
 “What the Bible Says About God and His World” has only been an introduction to our study of God. We will learn more about God and His gracious and providing love for us as we proceed through this study of “What the Bible Says.” But, on the basis of what we have already considered, we can truly confess: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 95:6-7).
+
+
+
CHAPTER 1 GOD AND HIS WORLD
WORK SHEET

1. God inspired men to write the words and thoughts of Holy Scriptures. 
(  ) True (  ) False

2. Check the most correct statement:

(  ) The Bible contains God’s Word.

(  ) The Bible is God’s Word.

3. The two major divisions of the Bible are ____________ ____________.
4. The purpose of the Bible is to tell us about God and His way of salvation. 
(  ) True (  ) False

5. The Bible does not contradict itself.   (  ) True (  ) False

6. ________________ was the only eye-witness of creation.

7. The term “according to its kind” (Genesis 1) means  ____________________

________________________________________________________________

8. God still takes care of His creation.   (  ) True (  ) False
9. The agnostic claims he has no way of knowing whether there is a God. 
(  ) True (  ) False 
10. The Bible alone reveals the Truth about God. (  ) True (  ) False
11. God has revealed Himself in three persons: ______________, ____________,

____________________________
12. Because God is changeless, He will always keep His promises.    
(  ) True (  ) False 
13. Because God is almighty, He must help us.     (  ) True (  ) False 
14. Because God is present everywhere, we can have a greater sense of security wherever we are.        (  ) True (  ) False

15. We can hide things from God.      (  ) True (  ) False

16. Because God our Creator is holy and righteous, He can require us to be holy. 
(  ) True (  ) False

17. Because God is all powerful and is love, He forgives our sins.   
(  ) True (  ) False
CHAPTER II

... ABOUT GOD’S UNIQUE DESIGN OF MANKIND
UNDERSTANDING WHO WE REALLY ARE
In our study of What The Bible Says About God’s World, we took note of all that is in it: light, atmosphere, sea, land, sun, moon, stars, planets, trees, fish, fowl, and other forms of life. In every case, God said, “Let there be ... and there was.”

In creating man, the crown of His creation, God called on the other persons of the Holy Trinity to cooperate in a special way. We read: “And God said: Let us make man” (Genesis 1:26). Genesis 2:7 tells us: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into His nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living creature.” We note God’s special care and effort in the creation of man.

The human being was created distinctively different from the rest of God’s creation. God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness . . . so God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him” (Genesis 1:26-27). The image of God consisted in man’s ability to know, to feel, and to will; it consisted especially in this that man knew God and the things of God and desired only what God wanted. Man was created after God “in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). Thus, Adam, the first human being, was distinctly different from other living creatures.

God created Eve from the rib of Adam to serve as a helper appropriate for Adam. From the account in Genesis 2:18-25, we learn that marriage is not a human arrangement, but that it is part of God’s original plan for mankind. Therefore, matrimony is indeed a “holy estate, which is to be held in honor by all.” 
God created the entire universe and man for His glory (Psalm 104:1 ff.; Proverbs 16:4; Romans 11:36). He created man to be the crown of His creation. To Adam and Eve, God said, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth" (Genesis 1:28).

Adam and Eve were to rule and control the earth. God reminded Noah of this responsibility after the flood (Genesis 9:1-3). From this command of God flows man’s rule over the plants and animals, the sea and natural resources, and man’s growing control over the powers of nature.

God gave man the abilities for the task which He had assigned to him. He gave man an intricate and marvelous body (Psalm 139:14). God also gave man a soul with wonderful powers of the mind. Consider for a moment what God has given to man! What would man be without the power to know, to think and to will! Think how intimately the basic physical abilities of man depend on his mental processes and powers! Thus, God equipped man for the task of ruling the world, “to subdue it and have dominion over it.” 
God was in close relationship with man. Because God created man in His image, man knew God and served Him. Man was perfectly holy and righteous. As we read the account in Genesis 2, we feel the close relationship between God and man, the crown of God’s creation. Man enjoyed his communion with God.

God told Adam and Eve: "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." (Genesis 1:29-30). Adam and Eve had the joy of tilling and caring for God’s garden. Read Genesis 2:8-15 for a description of the beautiful Garden of Eden.

Because God had created him, man was perfect in every respect. On the seventh day, “God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” Don’t you wish man would always have continued on with God? 
GOD’S GOODNESS TO SINFUL MAN

Man did not continue to walk in holiness and righteousness with God. Man broke his close relationship with God and sinned. We will hear more about this sad fact when we study what the Bible says about sin and its consequences. But, though man sinned, God did not change.

God is still our “Creator.” God still gives us our body and soul. Job acknowledged this when he wrote: “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty has given me life” (Job 33:4). The Psalmist says: “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.” (Psalm 139:14). See also Psalm 100:3; Romans 11:36.

Man is still the foremost of God’s creatures. God still expects him “to have dominion” over all that He has created, to subdue the earth and the creatures on the earth. God reminded Noah of this responsibility after the flood (Genesis 9:1-3).

God told Noah: “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything” (Genesis 9:3). God provides abundantly for all His creatures, but especially for man. With the Psalmist we can truly declare: “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing” (Psalm 145:15-16). Also, as St. Paul declared: God “did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven, and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17; see also Matthew 5:45).

God gives us our families to enjoy. He gives us homes, loved ones, relatives, friends, good neighbors, and all the other things of life which are of basic importance, but which we often take for granted and do not appreciate as we should, until we in some way or other lose some of them (Psalm 127:3-5; 128:3-4).

Although we use our minds and hands to provide for ourselves and our families, yet it is God who has given us these physical and mental abilities. “For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). God must bless our efforts if they are to be successful. “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1; 104:27-28; 136:26). 
God also provides opportunities for our abilities to be used. The fact that we have work is a great blessing of God. Have we considered our job in this light? We owe it to God that we make the most of this blessing, that we apply ourselves in our work and use our abilities well. Whether we are employer or employee, we will have to give God an account of how well we have used our God-given time and talents (Ephesians 6:5-10; Colossians 3:22-24; 4:1).

Let us never lose sight of the fact that “we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (1 Timothy 6:7). God is the great Giver. We are but the “managers” of His gifts. We are to use them to provide for ourselves and our families. We are to use them to help our fellowmen who are in need, and to help build God’s Kingdom at home and in foreign countries. God will call us to give an account of how we used His gifts (Isaiah 58:7; Proverbs 19:17; Galatians 2:10; Mark 16:15; Mark 12:17, 41-44; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; Luke 19:11-28).

God is still very close to man. He has promised: “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). This is very comforting to us in the middle of the dangers that surround us every day of our life. As long as we are walking in the way and on the way of God, “He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone” (Psalm 91:11-12). (See also Psalm 23:1-6; Luke 12:7; 1 Peter 5:7.)

God’s greatest concern is for man’s soul; the “breath of life” which comes from God. God wants man to live in close relationship with Him. The remaining chapters of this book will present what the Bible says about God’s concern for our soul — How God sent His Son Jesus Christ for our salvation, how He nourishes our soul and brings it into perfect relationship with Him in eternity. From this we will learn the value of a single soul. “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26 NIV).

The Christian who places his complete trust in God’s providence and protection for body and for soul will agree with David: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:4-6 KJV).
OUR REACTIONS TO GOD’S GOODNESS

As we ponder God’s love and mercy, we may well ask, “Why does God do all this for me?” We have deserved only punishment for our sins and shortcomings. With Jacob we must confess to God: “I am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant” (Genesis 32:10).

The more we consider our own unworthiness and God’s grace, the more we understand that He blesses us purely out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness on our part. Or, as Jeremiah puts it: “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23).

David writes, “For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him” (Psalm 103:14-17).

That God should bless us is beyond our comprehension. We are not able to fathom the divine love and wisdom of Him who chose us to live in close relationship with Him, who created us in His own image to have dominion over all things, and who has and continues to put forth every effort that we might live with Him in all eternity! “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God… Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:1-2). Let us never forget to thank Him! 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits…” (Read all of Psalm 103).

We are to thank, praise, serve, and obey God in everything we do every day of our lives. God’s gifts are to be used for our own and our neighbor’s good (Galatians 6:10) and to share Christ with all people (Mark 16:15; 1 Corinthians 10:31). In so doing, we will show our gratitude to God, and we will be “good managers” of all His gifts.
+
+
+
WORK SHEET
1. God created man in the same way in which He created the animals.

(  ) True (  ) False
2. In creation, God gave man a _____________ and a _______________.
3. Underline correct phrase: 
God created man (morally good, morally neutral).

4. The image of God consisted in _________________________________.
5. God is the creator of every child that is conceived (or born).   
(  ) True (  ) False

6. God provides for us by giving us abilities and a job with which to earn a living.

(  ) True (  ) False

7. Check correct statement:

(  ) Worry is lack of confidence in God.

(  ) Worry is part of careful planning.

8. We use our possessions carefully, knowing that they are a loan from God. 
(  ) True (  ) False

9. God is good to us, because (Check correct statement)

(  ) we are good.

(  ) God is merciful and gracious.

10. God expects us to show Him our gratitude for His goodness toward us.

(  ) True (  ) False

11. Check the truest statements at your home:

(  ) We say a prayer of thanks once at meal-time.

(  ) We also say a prayer after each meal.

(  ) We give thanks during daily devotions. 
(  ) We rarely or never pray together at home. 
(Note: You are invited to speak to your pastor and leaders about how you may make prayer at home with your family a regular practice.)

CHAPTER III
… ABOUT SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM? 
We have learned from What The Bible Says About The Origin Of Man, that God created man to live in close relationship with Him. God made this possible when he created man in his own image. Man was created holy, and his will was in accord with God’s. God provided for all of man’s needs and pleasures. He set only one limitation: “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’” (Genesis 2:16-17). Thus God tested man’s loyalty and trust in Him.
Satan, the arch-enemy of God and man (1 John 3:8; Ephesians 6:12), did not enjoy seeing man happy. He came to Eve in the garden and said: “Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?” (Genesis 3:1). But Eve remembered God’s commandment: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, You shall not eat of it.” Then she added, “neither shall you touch it, lest you die” (Genesis 3:2-3).

Satan now changed his tactics. He tried to plant doubt and distrust in Eve’s heart: “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5).

With this lie Satan succeeded. Eve believed Satan instead of God. She thought that by eating of the forbidden fruit she would gain the knowledge which only God possesses. Eve, therefore, ate of the fruit; she gave of it to Adam, and he ate of it also (Genesis 3:6).

By desiring to be equal with God, and by transgressing God’s commandment, Adam and Eve gave evidence of their distrust of God’s perfect faithfulness and goodness. This was a revolt of man’s will against the will of God; a revolt of the creature against the Creator; a revolt of man’s selfish desires against God’s unselfish love. Although there is a difference in sins, yet, in the final analysis, every sin is a revolt against God’s will, whether it is in thought, word or deed, whether it is done unconsciously or consciously. Rebellion against God is the essence of sin. This rebellion stems from man’s pride and self-glory (Romans 8:7; Matthew 15:19; 1 John 3:4; James 1:15; Colossians 1:21). 
NOTE: For the definition of terms marked with a *, see end of the chapter.

Every sin brings with it its own punishment. Adam and Eve knew at once they had done wrong. They tried to hide from God. Their conscience* accused and condemned them. Before this they had looked forward to God’s visits, they now sought to avoid Him (Genesis 3:7-11). When God revealed His knowledge of their transgression, Adam tried to blame Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent (Genesis 3:12-13).

The fact that Adam and Eve tried to hide from God and sought to avoid Him showed that their close relationship with God had already been broken by their transgression of God’s commandment. As the prophet Isaiah said: “Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God” (Isaiah 59:2). The judgment of God was a public proclamation of what had already taken place inwardly. When God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden, it was the logical consequence of their having broken their relationship with God (Genesis 3:22-24).

Adam and Eve now became slaves of sin. “Every one who commits sin is a slave to sin,” the Bible says (John 8:34). Sin is a cruel master. The father of sin is Satan, who does all in his power to keep man in his fatal bondage. He and his evil angels are constantly in search of men to enslave and to keep enslaved (John 8:44; 1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 4:1 ff. — note Satan’s technique; 2 Timothy 2:26; Matthew 25:41).

Adam and Eve’s life changed in another way. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had lived a blessed, carefree life, for God had made all things “good.” But, as a result of sin, life now became burdensome. In punishing Adam, God cursed the ground. Man must now earn his bread in the sweat of his brow through hard work. Nature itself often seems to oppose man. Sometimes man’s best efforts may be frustrated by a catastrophe. This was not the case before the fall. But, now, because of man’s sin, nothing remained perfect in this world (Genesis 3:16-19).

Death was the worst and final result of man’s transgression. God had expressly warned: “in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Satan had told Eve: “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God” (Genesis 3:4-5). But God had not been speaking idly! In punishment for man’s sin, God declared: “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). “By one man sin entered into the world and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, because all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).

The Bible distinguishes clearly between three kinds of death. There is

1) Physical death, the separation of body and soul. All men must die; no one can escape physical death (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Matthew 10:28; Romans 5:12; 6:23).

2) Spiritual death, the death of the soul, is the separation of man from God through sin, and, unless man accepts Christ in faith and is brought back into close relationship with God, he will suffer this spiritual death (Ephesians 2:1-3; Ezekiel 18:20, 26; 33:18; Romans 5:12).

3) Eternal death, the eternal separation of the soul and body from God (1 Peter 3:19-20; Luke 16:22-26; Proverbs 11:7).

In pronouncing sentence on Adam and Eve, God also revealed His saving love. In studying What Bible Says About God And His World (Chapter One), we spoke of holiness as one of God’s characteristics. As the holy and righteous God, He can never compromise with sin. God’s holiness demands that the Law be kept perfectly. God’s justice and righteousness demands that all who have broken the Law must pay the penalty.

But God is also merciful and gracious! God provided a way for man to escape sin and its consequences without compromising His holiness and righteousness. God showed this by the judgment pronounced on Satan: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This “seed of the woman” was Jesus Christ, who would come to free man from the slavery of sin and Satan.

Centuries later, Jesus came, fulfilling God’s holy Law as man’s substitute. When He suffered and died on the cross, paying the penalty for our sins, the serpent indeed “bruised” the heel of the “seed of the woman”. And by fulfilling the demands of the Law, Jesus freed us from the cruel bondage of sin, thus “bruising the head” of Satan. Through His atoning love, Christ opened the doors of heaven for us, so that Paradise which had been lost by the disobedience of one, might be regained by the obedience of One for all men (Romans 6).

NOAH AND THE FLOOD

After the dam of God’s Law had been broken by man’s disobedience, one sin followed upon another through the ever-widening gap in the wall which had held back all kinds of evil from the world which God had created. Man now desired only to sin. This inclination to sin is passed on from parents to children, from one generation to another (Genesis 8:21; Ephesians 2:3; Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12-21; see also definition of “Original Sin”). So also is the guilt of sin an inherited characteristic.

That was revealed in the sons of Adam and Eve. Cain envied his brother Abel, because God had accepted Abel’s sacrifice and rejected his. Instead of seeking within himself the cause of God’s disfavor, Cain permitted envy of his brother to develop into hatred which culminated in murder, in spite of God’s warning (Genesis 4:1-15).

Other sins followed (see Genesis 4:19-24). “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).

God tried to turn man from his evil ways, granting man 120 years in which to repent. Finally, it became evident that the only way to destroy wickedness was by making a new beginning. God, at long last, decided to send a Great Flood to destroy wicked mankind. However, there remained one man, Noah, and his family who “found grace in the eyes of God” (Genesis 6:8).

God promised to save Noah and his family by means of the ark which He directed him to build (Genesis 6:8-22). Because of Noah’s faith in God, shown by his building the ark, he and his family were saved while others perished (Genesis 7). Here again we see God’s attributes of holiness and love. “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” (Galatians 6:7-8).
When the flood waters had subsided, God told Noah to leave the ark. The first thing Noah did after setting foot on dry land was to build an altar of stone on which he presented a “thank offering” to God for his deliverance (Genesis 8). God promised never again to send such destruction: “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). As a constant reminder of this promise God set the rainbow in the sky. Then He blessed Noah and his family, commanding them to repopulate the earth and cultivate it (Genesis 9:1:17).

Soon after this “new beginning” with Noah, sin again raised its ugly head (Genesis 9:20-23). An outstanding example of the growth of sin after the flood is the building of the “Tower of Babel.” This was a product of man’s self-glory, and, therefore, a sin against the First Commandment. The builders said:

“Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name” (Genesis 11:4). But God thwarted their plans by changing their language. Since they could no longer understand one another’s speech, they could no longer labor together on this project. Their language differences eventually caused man to scatter abroad over the face of the earth (Genesis 11:5-9).

To the far corners of the earth mankind took along a great treasure of memories: A knowledge of God’s creation, of a relationship with the Creator, of the fall of man, of being expelled from Paradise, of the Great Flood and of Noah’s deliverance. But as time went on, man drifted ever farther away from the worship of the one true God. He placed the sun, moon, stars and other created things on a level with, or in the place of the Creator (Romans 1:20-25). Over the course of many centuries, God thus became “unknown” to them (Acts 17:23).

LESSONS FROM THE PATRIARCHS

Born in Ur of Chaldea (Iraq) not too far from the site of the Tower of Babel, Abraham, the son of Terah, had later moved to Haran (near the border of present day Turkey and Syria). It was there that God appeared to him and made Himself known (Genesis 11:26-32; 12:1-3). He told Abraham to emigrate from his homeland to the land of Canaan where He would make of him and his descendants “a great nation,” promising that through him would “all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3).

Abraham did as God directed. He believed that God would fulfill His promises. So Abraham left his semi-heathen relatives (Joshua 24:2), and neighbors to live in closer relationship to God in a new land which God would give him. Abraham’s faith was tested in many ways, but through each of these experiences his faith in God grew ever stronger. His life can truly be summarized in the statement: “He believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 15:6. See also Genesis 22:1-18 and Hebrews 11:8-19).

The life stories of Isaac and Jacob, two of the descendants of Abraham, also make it evident that only through faith is close relationship with God possible.
God’s dealings with Abraham and his descendants show us clearly that it is not man who seeks after God, but rather that it is God who comes down to man, reveals Himself, and takes man up into relationship with Him. Not what man does, accomplishes or merits is the deciding factor, but what God does for, and what God gives to man determines man’s relationship to God. We speak of this kindly attitude of God towards sinful man as “grace” (undeserved love).

The only proper response that man can give to God’s grace is faith. But even faith is never the product of man’s own mind, or the result of man’s own abilities. Faith is a gift of God which the Holy Spirit creates in man’s heart. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Isaac’s son Jacob had twelve sons. These became the fathers of the “Twelve Tribes of Israel”. Near the end of Jacob’s life, he and his sons with their families migrated to Egypt because of a great famine. Joseph, Jacob’s favorite son, had been sold into slavery in Egypt by his envious brothers, but God had overruled their evil intentions (as Joseph himself recognized — Genesis 50:20), and had made their sinful deed turn out to the good for them and their father Jacob. Through Joseph’s intervention, having become “second only to Pharoah” (Genesis 41:37-45), his brothers and their families together with Jacob found a place of refuge in time of need. After 400 years, the family of Jacob had become the nation of Israel, twelve tribes numbering a total of about two million souls (Numbers 1:17ff.).

“Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. And he said to his people, "Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land." Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens” (Exodus 1:8-11).
God had not forgotten the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, nor the promise He had made to make of them a great nation, and that through them all families of the earth were to be blessed. He raised up a great leader for them in the person of Moses. At Mt. Sinai, God called him to become the “deliverer” of Israel. Under God, He led the people out of bondage to liberty and freedom (Exodus 1-14). When on their journey (known also as “The Exodus”), they arrived at the imposing mountain of Sinai, God made a covenant with the people and gave them the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:5-8; chapter 20).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

God did not actually number the Commandments! (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6ff.) This has been done by men in later generations. Some follow the order given in the following paragraphs. Others consider Exodus 20:4-5a as the Second Commandment, and the commands against coveting (verse 17) as one commandment. The importance, of course, lies not in their numbering, but rather that man is enabled by God to know and do God’s will; the Ten Commandments show us what pleases and displeases God.

INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMANDMENTS—”I am the Lord, thy God.” Exodus 20:2

The Ten Commandments cover the entire relationship between God and man, and between man and his fellow-man. Over all the commandments are written these words: “I am the Lord, thy God.” There can be no mistaking who has given us these commandments.

The basic command was summarized by Jesus, who, when He was asked: “Master, which is the great commandment in the Law, replied: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37). He was merely restating what Moses had already by divine inspiration written almost 1500 years before (Deuteronomy 6:5).

God, and God alone, must govern the life of man. Nothing, whatsoever it might be, dare take His place; Man must not fear, love or trust anyone or anything as much as God.

The Ten Commandments are divided into two groups, or “tables of the Law.” The first “table” speaks of our duty toward God. The second table tells us what we owe to others because of God, and because we are His children.

FIRST COMMANDMENT: “You shall have no other gods before me,” Exodus 20:2-3
This commandment forbids the worship not only of the idols of heathenism, but also of saints, statues, relics, charms, and the like. It forbids us to give priority to such earthly things as money, car, loved ones, food, drink, strength, influence, and the like. God emphasizes that we are to love and trust in Him above all (Deuteronomy 5:7; Matthew 10:28, 37; Ephesians 5:5; Philippians 3:19; John 5:23; Jeremiah 9:23-24; 17:5, 7; Psalm 14:1; Proverbs 3:5; Isaiah 42:8).

SECOND COMMANDMENT: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” Exodus 20:7

God’s holy name and whatever is associated with His name must be kept sacred, for “the Lord will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). God forbids using His name carelessly and without purpose, including cursing, lying, and deceiving by His name. We swear (make an oath) only when it is to God’s glory and when the welfare of our neighbor demands it.

We should note here that expressions directly using or indirectly referring to God’s name, as well as the actual use of God’s name itself, carelessly and thoughtlessly, are forbidden. Such idle expressions as “I swear to it” violate this commandment. So do all who teach false doctrine in God’s name. The mere outward worship of God without conviction of the heart is also condemned. Those who use God’s name to perform supernatural acts — fortune-telling, witchcraft, speaking to the dead, etc. — come under God’s condemnation (Leviticus 19:12, 31; 24:15-16; Matthew 5:33-37; 7:21; 10:33; 15:8; Deuteronomy 18:10-12; James 3:9-10; Jeremiah 23:31-33; Galatians 6:7; Revelation 22:18-19).

THIRD COMMANDMENT: “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” Exodus 20:8

A day of worship and spiritual recreation for the soul — this is God’s ordinance which cannot be set aside by anyone. The Lord has blessed this day and hallowed it. In the New Testament, we commonly observe Sunday as the “Lord’s Day.” The most important aspect of Sunday is that it provides opportunity for us to worship God and to study His Word in His House with fellow-believers, while on other days of the week, we study God’s Word, meditate on it, and worship God in our own homes with our immediate families. — Sunday also provides the opportunity for the body to rest, sorely needed in the world of nervous tension in which we live (Psalm 26:6-8; 42:1-2; Luke 2:49; 10:16; 11:28; Colossians 3:16; 2:16-17; John 5:39; 8:47; Hebrews 10:25; Ecclesiastes 5:1; Romans 14:5-6; Galatians 6:6).

SECOND PART OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

While the first part of the Ten Commandments speaks of our relationship to God, the second speaks about our relationship to man. “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 22:39). This command covers any and every relationship with others. God has made no exceptions (Matthew 5:44-45; 7:12; Galatians 6:10).

FOURTH COMMANDMENT: “Honor thy father and thy mother.” Exodus 20:12

The home is God’s provision for starting man out in life. Father and mother are God’s representatives to the child. The first lesson a child must learn in life is respect for father and mother. Real love between parents and children must be based on healthy Christian discipline. Out of this discipline grows respect for other institutions and authorities, such as, the church, school, and government. To the keeping of this commandment, God adds a special promise: “That it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:3). See also Colossians 3:20; Proverbs 23:22; 30:17.

God expects parents to teach their children His Word through Bible study in the home, family prayer, and by bringing them to church and to Sunday School regularly (Deuteronomy 6:6-7; 4:9; Proverbs 22:6; 2 Timothy 1:5). Parents are to discipline their children and teach them to respect the rights and property of others (Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13). Parents are not to forget: A good example is the best teacher!

Respect for authority is an important objective of this commandment. This includes those who serve in the church, in institutions of learning (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:17-19; Hebrews 13:17); in government (Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1ff.; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14); and the relationships between employers and employees (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22; 4:1; Titus 2:9; 1 Timothy 6:1).

FIFTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not murder.” Exodus 20:13

God is the giver of life. God alone can take life. In this commandment God puts His protecting hand over every human being. Killing in any form, from evil thoughts to violent action, is forbidden by this Law of God (Genesis 9:6; Matthew 26:52; 15:19).

Forbidden also in this commandment is anything whereby we may hurt or harm our neighbor. The Bible makes reference to causing our neighbor distress and sorrow: forbidding that we bear anger and hatred in our hearts against our neighbor (Romans 12:19-20; Matthew 5:21-22; 1 John 3:15). God also expects us to take good care of our own bodies, for which we must give account to Him. Thus, God forbids excessive eating, drinking, and living (Proverbs 23:30-33; Ecclesiastes 10:17; Isaiah 5:11; Romans 13:13). He also expects us to share our earthly blessings to help others in need (Isaiah 58:7; Romans 12:20; James 2:15-16).

SIXTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not commit adultery.” Exodus 20:14

Marriage is not a human invention or agreement. It is God’s ordinance for the propagation of the race and the creation of home and family. Marriage must not be broken at the whim of man. This fountain of life and love must be kept pure (Mark 10:6-9; Ephesians 5:25, 28, 31; Genesis 2:21ff.).

Purity is the keynote of this commandment. Our life with its thoughts and actions are to be pure and clean. Impurity of whatever shades and variations must not be part of our life (1 Corinthians 6:15-18; Romans 13:13-14; Ephesians 5:3-4; Colossians 3:5-6).

SEVENTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not steal.” Exodus 20:15

God has given to every one certain earthly possessions. Private property is an inalienable God-given human right. Getting from others what we have no right to have, whether by stealing, cheating or trickery is against God’s Law, not merely a violation of a rule of society. This also includes gambling in any form (1 Corinthians 4:7; Psalm 37:21; Leviticus 19:35-36; 25:36; Jeremiah 22:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:10). God is also concerned that we use well the earthly possessions He has given us. We are to use them not only for our own welfare, but also for the welfare of our neighbor. And we are to remember to share proportionately with the Lord the many blessings He bestows on us (Luke 19:11-28; 21:1-4; 1 Timothy 5:8; Ephesians 4:28; 1 John 3:17; Hebrews 13:16; Matthew 5:42; Galatians 6:10; 1 Corinthians 16:2).

EIGHTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” Exodus 20:16

Among the most precious possessions of man is his good name, his good reputation. Life can be completely ruined by false witness, slander, and gossip. In this commandment, God protects our good name. He also expects us to say only those things about our neighbor that will improve his good name and reputation. God wants honesty and uprightness in thought, word, and actions (James 4:11; Proverbs 19:5; 20:19; 31:8-9; Ephesians 4:25; Matthew 7:1-2; 23:14; Zechariah 8:17; Luke 6:37; Psalm 50:16, 19-22).

NINTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not covet.”

TENTH COMMANDMENT: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his man-servant, or his maid-servant, or his cattle, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:17

In the last two commandments, the Law of God searches the human heart. “Out of it (the heart) are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Evil desire is the first step into sin. God warns us against wishing for someone or something to which we have no right and scheming to get our wish. God tells us that such evil yearning for something is already a sin in itself. — A danger of our day is “keeping up with the Joneses” with all its inherent temptations (Deuteronomy 5:21; Matthew 15:19; James 1:14-15; Genesis 8:21; Psalm 139:23-24; 37:4; 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Romans 13:9; 7:7; 6;12).

THE INABILITY OF THE LAW TO SAVE US

The Law, especially as we have it in the Ten Commandments, is God’s standard for man. This is what God requires if we are to live in close relationship to Him. In them is comprehended God’s holy will for us in our day, as it was for those who lived before us, and as it will also be for generations yet to come. God’s standard always remains the same. 
The frightening truth, however, is that man cannot keep the Law of God. No man has ever been able to keep it perfectly, and no man ever will. As Paul says in writing to the Romans: ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Although God kept all the promises He made to Israel at Mt. Sinai, the people soon broke one commandment after the other. Thus, it was apparent that “by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight” (Romans 3:20).

One might feel, then, that the Law had failed, and one might wonder what further purposes, if any, it serves in our day. The Law serves to curb the violence of sin. If not for the existence of God’s Law, there would be far more actual sin* than there is, such as, murder, stealing, and other gross sins (Genesis 9:6; Romans 1:18; 13:3-4; I Timothy 1:9-10). Though not always acknowledged as from the Ten Commandments, God’s Law is generally accepted in the morals of society, even by the non-Christian. This Law serves as a guide for life without which this world would be even more wicked than it is. 
By the very standards which God’s Law sets up, and the resulting recognition by man of his inability to live up to the demands of the Law, God uses the Law to show man his sin and his utter helplessness. “By the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). Although the Law itself cannot lead man to his Savior, yet it can show man his sin and his need for a Savior. It is then that the Gospel has a chance of penetrating the heart of man, for by the Law man’s heart has been readied for the sweet and comforting words of salvation. St. Paul sums it up by saying: “Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. … So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:21-22, 24).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT WAITING FOR 

THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S PROMISE

The Law served its purpose, and a new covenant was in the making. It was the mission of the prophets of the Old Testament to prepare God’s people for this new covenant. Moses was the first of these great prophets. Before his death, Moses repeated the Law and recorded it in the book which we call “Deuteronomy” (meaning “Second Law”). In addition to reminding God’s people once more of the Law, Moses also pointed them to the Savior who would fulfill the Law for them. “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen” (Deuteronomy 18:15).

After Moses’ death, God sent prophets, such as Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and others who reminded Israel of the Law and urged obedience, but who also reminded Israel of God’s promise to send a Savior. Through them, God protected His people from despair. They were reminded that, as God’s people, they had forgiveness of sins if they repented of them and trusted in God’s redeeming love which He promised to reveal fully in the Messiah who was to come. Repetitions of this promise are to be found in Deuteronomy 18:15; 2 Samuel 7:12.14; Isaiah 9:6-7; 42:1-3; 53; 61:1-2; Jeremiah3l:31-34; Ezekiel 34:23-24; 36:25-27; Joel 2:28.29; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9; Malachi 3:1. 
During the years of the Old Testament, God had one primary purpose in mind: To train Israel to become ever more and more His People, to whom He could finally reveal himself fully as Savior and Lord. The Israelites, however, were inclined to forget their obligations as the Chosen People of God. To bring them to their senses, God permitted the northern tribes to be overrun and carried off into Assyrian captivity (722 B.C.). A similar fate came over the southern tribes when, in 586 B.C., they were taken captive by the Babylonians. But God’s purposes were being achieved. As exiles in Babylon, many of the Jews turned back to God in true repentance and faith. Because of this, God permitted them to return to their homeland to rebuild the Temple and the city of Jerusalem (538 B.C.). The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell us about this period of Jewish history.

Under Persian rule, the Jews developed a quiet national life. In 63 B.C., they became part of the Roman Empire, but by God’s providence were permitted to preserve their national identity, and were privileged to serve God without hindrance in all parts of the vast empire of the Caesars.

The Old Testament presents God’s revelation of His grace and love in history. Although God had to punish His people, ever so prone to go astray, God repeated time and again His promise to send the promised Savior. “In the fullness of time” (Galatian 4:4), God’s people longed for the fulfillment of God’s promise. This sense of expectancy was shared in part with the Gentile world. 
It is true, of course, that only a comparatively few really understood the true meaning and purpose of the Messiah’s coming, while others thought of Him merely in terms of a political savior to restore the sovereignty of the Jewish nation. Nevertheless, the longing for the Savior existed. We will learn more of this in the next chapter: What The Bible Says About The Redemption Of Man.
+
+
+

DEFINITION OF TERMS

“Conscience” — God had created man in His own image. Originally man was holy and without sin. Although through sin man lost his perfect knowledge of God and His will, yet he retained in his heart, though faintly and imperfectly, what God, his Creator, expected of him. Conscience is the reflex accompanying actions contrary to, or in harmony with, the moral standard which man has. (Romans 2:14-15; Ephesians 4:17-18). 
“Original Sin” — This is the sin we have inherited from Adam. By nature we are sinners. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). “Behold, I was shaped in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5; I Corinthians 2:14); Romans 5:18).

“Actual Sin” — Every sin we commit in thought, word and deed. Also, we may speak of “sins of commission” — when we do what God has forbidden. “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19); or we may speak of “sins of omission” — failing to do what God has commanded or has a right to expect of us: “Therefore to him that knows to do good, and does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).
+
+
+

WORK SHEET
1. Underline the correct phrase: 
God created man (morally neutral, holy and without sin).

2. Sin is rebellion against God.   (  ) True (  ) False

3. Man’s pride is the source of sin.   (  ) True (  ) False

4. Sin changed the relationship between God and man.   (  ) True (  ) False
5. Sickness and death are the result of sin.    (  ) True (  ) False

6. Babies are born without sin.    (  ) True (  ) False

7. Underline the correct phrase: 
(The believers, the unbelievers) will suffer eternal death.

8. God will excuse people who worship idols.    (  ) True (  ) False

9. Carrying a charm or good-luck trinket is a harmless habit.    (  ) True (  ) False

10. Expressions such as “I swear to it” are a sin against God.    (  ) True (  ) False
11. We “take God’s name in vain” when we use God’s name carelessly and in anger. 

(  ) True (  ) False

12. To pretend that we believe and follow God can be considered a sin against God.   
(  ) True (  ) False

13. We may swear an oath in court.    (  ) True (  ) False

14. God Himself instituted Sunday as the day of worship.   (  ) True (  ) False
15. We must honor and respect our parents even after we have “grown up.” 
(  ) True (  ) False

16. To overlook “little laws” such as, speed limits, is sin.    (  ) True (  ) False

17. Employers and employees have mutual responsibilities toward each other. 
(  ) True (  ) False

18. “Thou shalt not kill” refers only to the sin of murder.    (  ) True (  ) False
19. Hatred is a sin only when it results in physical harm.    (  ) True (  ) False

20. Mental cruelty and incompatibility are mentioned by the Bible as reasons for divorce.    (  ) True (  ) False

21. Impure thoughts are a sin against God.   (  ) True (  ) False

22. To understate my income for tax purposes is a sin against God.  
(  ) True (  ) False

23. Bingo and similar games of chance are permissible as long as the proceeds are used for a good purpose.    (  ) True (  ) False

24. Speaking evil of others is always sinful.   (  ) True (  ) False

25. “White lies” are not sin.   (  ) True (  ) False

26. Sin has its beginning in the heart of man.   (  ) True (  ) False

27. It is not wrong to scheme to get something from someone.   (  ) True (  ) False

28. Christians can become so perfect here on earth that they no longer commit sin. 
(  ) True (  ) False

29. We are saved (Check the correct statement) 
(  ) by keeping the Law.

(  ) by doing our best.

(  ) by believing in Christ as our Savior.

CHAPTER IV

ABOUT THE REDEMPTION OF MAN

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MAN’S NEED FOR A SAVIOR

Man had been created holy and without sin (Genesis 1:31). For a time man’s will was in perfect agreement with God’s will. Man lived in close relationship with God, enjoying the blessings of the Garden of Eden. All this was lost by man’s fall into sin. Sin separated man from God. He became a slave to sin and the devil, the father of sin. He was condemned to eternal death for his rebellion against God (Genesis 3:19; Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 6:23; James 1:15; John 8:44; Acts 5:9).

But God planned to save man from sin and its consequences. His plan was centered in His Son Jesus Christ. He was to become man’s Savior. God’s merciful love for man gave rise to this plan: “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9). “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17). 
To save man and to restore the close relationship between God and man, it was necessary for the Savior to be both God and man. Only as a man could the Savior take our place under the Law; only as God could He fulfill the Law for us (Galatians 4:4-5; Psalm 49:7-8; Romans 5:19). Only as man was He able to suffer and die in our place, and only as God could He offer the sufficient ransom for our redemption and overcome death and the devil for us (Hebrews 2:14; Mark 10:45; 2 Timothy 1:10; 1 Corinthians 15:57).
In the Old Testament, the Savior was referred to as “The Messiah.” In the New Testament, the name “Christ” is used interchangeably with “Messiah,” as for example, the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well who said: “I know that Messiah is coming, (he who is called Christ)” (John 4:25). The names “Messiah” and “Christ” have the same meaning: “The Anointed.” In those days men were anointed with oil when they assumed an important office, such as, prophet (teacher), priest, or king.

Christ, the Lord’s Anointed (one might also speak of Him as “the Appointed One”), was to serve in all three capacities. He was to be our Prophet (teacher — Matthew 17:5), Priest (who would sacrifice himself on the altar of the cross — Hebrews 7:26-27), and King (who with the Father rules the world and His church — Philippians 2:10-11).

The angels spoke to the shepherds of this Messiah; The Anointed, as “Christ”: “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Peter spoke of him in this way: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power” (Acts 10:38).

Another term used in the Old Testament in reference to God and his dealings with His people was that of “Savior” (Isaiah 43:3, 11; 45:15, 21; 49:26; 80:16; 63:8; Jeremiah 14:8; Hosea 13:4), and “Deliverer” (2 Samuel 22:2; Psalm 18:2; 40:17; 70:5; 144:2).

A proper name meaning “Savior” or “Deliverer” was the Hebrew “Jesus” (Joshua).  Thus the angel Gabriel in speaking to Joseph of Christ’s said: “And she (Mary) will bear a son, and you shall call his name JESUS, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS
The angel Gabriel appeared to Zacharias (Luke 1:5-22), to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), and to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-24) to tell them of that which was shortly to come to pass. None of these doubted that the angel’s message was true.

Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. … He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” (Luke 1:46-55).
Joseph also showed that he believed the angel’s message, for we read: “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife.” (Matthew 1:24).
The same angel had told Zacharias that his wife Elizabeth was to give birth to a son who was to serve as Christ’s forerunner. “And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” (Luke 1:16-17).
When John was born, Zacharias rejoiced not merely at the birth of his son, but also in the knowledge that now the birth of the long-awaited Savior was at hand: 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace" (Luke 1:68-79).
A few months after the birth of John (“The Baptizer’):  “When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). Again God had proved faithful to His promises!

The Roman Emperor Augustus had issued a decree that all inhabitants of the empire should be registered for taxation. Thus it happened that Joseph went “from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea into the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be registered with Mary his betrothed, who was with child” (Luke 2:1-5).

The events connected with Christ’s birth: The announcement to the shepherds; their coming to worship the newborn Savior; their sharing of their faith and joy with others are recorded in Luke 2:6-20.

These shepherds were told: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). The shepherds became the first “evangelists,” for: “when they had seen it (the child Jesus in the stable, wrapped in ‘swaddling cloths’ as the angel had told them), they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child” (Luke 2:17). “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:20).

But these “news of great joy” were meant not only for “all people” of the Jews; they were meant for “all people” of the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations as well. The first representatives of the non-Jewish nations were the Wise Men (or Magi) who came from the “East,” guided by the Star, to worship the “newborn King of the Jews,” to bring Him their gifts, and to worship Him (Matthew 2:1-12).

Christ was subject to the Law of God in every respect (Galatians 4:5). On the eighth day He was circumcised and given the name “Jesus” (Luke 2:21). After forty days, He was presented to the Lord in the Temple by Joseph and Mary who offered up the sacrifices required of parents at the birth of their first son (Exodus 13:2; Leviticus 12; Luke 2:22-24).

At this occasion two aged believers, Simeon and Anna, prophesied of the redemption of mankind which Jesus would accomplish (Luke 2:25-38). Simeon felt he could now “depart in peace,” declaring: “For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples” (Luke 2:30-31).

However, the infant Jesus and His earthly parents could not remain long in Bethlehem. King Herod sought to kill this “newborn King of the Jews.” But God protected His Son by warning Joseph and Mary to flee to Egypt. There the family remained until Herod had died. Then God instructed Joseph and Mary to return with Jesus to Nazareth where the young child spent His boyhood days (Matthew 2:13-23).
At the age of twelve, the boy Jesus, according to the Law, accompanied Joseph and Mary to the Temple at Jerusalem for the first time to take part in the celebration of the Passover. It was while there that He described His unique relationship with God by saying: “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Nevertheless, He returned to Nazareth, being subject to Joseph and Mary, and increasing “in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:41-52). 
We can see how God solved the problem of sending to man a Savior who, being God, could fulfill the demands of the Law; but who, being a man Himself, at the same time could be a true substitute for man.

How it is possible for Jesus to be both God and man is beyond human understanding, but it is a fact for which the Bible presents irrefutable evidence.

Christ was “true God” for He was begotten of the Father through the Holy Spirit as was revealed to Joseph and Mary. Joseph was told: “Do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20). And Mary was told by the angel:

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35).

Therefore also Paul could declare: “In Him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9), and Jesus could say: “I and My Father are one” (John 10:30). For further references to Christ as “true God” read: John 1:1-3; Philippians 2:10; Matthew 17:5; Hebrews 13:8.

That He was “true man” was clearly evident in that He was “born of the Virgin Mary,” and His whole life on earth was a clear testimony of His humanity.

Only as the God-man could He save mankind, as we have already noted. This God-man, after reaching the age of thirty, was finally ready for the ministry of teaching, preaching, suffering and dying whereby He would become the Savior of men.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT CHRIST’S MINISTRY
For several months prior to Christ’s own ministry John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, began preaching in the wilderness. The old preaching of grace and faith was renewed in John’s message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The Jews came in great numbers to hear John. Many of them truly repented, that is, they acknowledged their sins, confessed them openly, and were baptized in the Jordan River. From this, John received the title of “John the Baptist.” However, the leaders of the Jewish nation stood aloof. They neither repented of their sins nor did they believe that the time of the Messiah had come. (Read Matthew 3:1-6; Luke 3:1-20; John 1:19-28).
Jesus also came to John. He did not come to confess sin, because He was without sin and guilt (Luke 1:35; John 8:46; 2 Corinthians 5:21). But He came to be baptized by John, so that He would leave no ordinance of God unfulfilled. John recognized Jesus immediately as the “Son of God.” This truth was made known to the others assembled there that day: As Jesus stepped out of the water after His baptism, a voice from heaven was heard, saying: “This is My beloved Son” (Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22).

The next day John pointed to Jesus and said: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). As “the Lamb of God,” Jesus’ holy life and innocent death was the price required to satisfy God’s righteous wrath against man (God’s justice) — see Isaiah 53. Immediately after that Jesus was led out by the Spirit into the wilderness, where Satan tried to divert Him from becoming our Savior. However, Jesus withstood these temptations with the Word of God.

After His temptations (Matthew 4:1-11), Jesus began His public ministry. Wherever He went, He made known to man that He was the long-awaited Messiah. This revelation was given to Nicodemus (John 3:16-17), to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:25-26), to John the Baptist and his followers (Matthew 11:2-19), to Caiaphas (Matthew 26:63-64), and to others (John 8:12, 28; 11:25-26; 14:11).

During the years of His ministry, Jesus performed many miracles, demonstrating in that way that He was in reality the Son of God. He showed His mastery over sin by forgiving men their sins through the power of His word (Matthew 9:2; Luke 7:48), and over sickness and deformity by healing the sick, lame, blind, deaf, lepers, etc. (Matthew 8:1-17; 9:1-8; John 9:1-7; Mark 7:31-37; Luke 14:1-4; 17:11-19).

Jesus used His power over death by raising Jairus’ daughter who had just died (Matthew 9:18-26), the widow’s son, who was being carried to the grave (Luke 7:11-17), Lazarus, who had already been dead for four days (John 11:1-44), and, above all, Himself on the third day after the crucifixion (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-14; Luke 24:1-43; John 20:1-29; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22).

He proved that He was able to deliver man from the power of the devil by casting out unclean spirits (Matthew 8:28-34; 12:22; Luke 8:26-36). He showed His mastery over the laws of nature by changing water into wine (John 2:1-11), by feeding the five thousand (John 6:1-13), and by stilling the storm on the sea with a single word (Matthew 8:23-27).

Some supposed men of science scoff at the accounts of Christ’s miracles. The attitude of many has changed. A professor of physiology at the University of Pennsylvania declared: “Science is changing ... the changes in scientific thinking arose from increasing doubts over the scientific method, scientific laws, and the nature of life.”
“Even the law of gravity is now considered to have only a high degree of probability. It is not always inevitable that a falling body will be attracted to earth ... scientists are coming closer to the age-old Christian point of view that miracles can’t be explained, but that the basis for accepting these miracles — religious belief — is a miracle itself.”
“All miracles didn’t take place 2,000 years ago,” he added. “The miracle taking place in our time is rebirth — salvation through Jesus Christ. Such a miracle has wrought real changes in human personalities impossible for a scientist to explain.”

Christ’s ministry had but one purpose, as Jesus Himself declared: “The Son of Man is come to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). He had come to preach good news (The Gospel) to the poor (the poor in spirit), to release the captives (enslaved in body and soul by Satan and sin), to open the eyes of the blind (that the soul might see sin, and see Him who saves from sin), to proclaim “healing” and “pardon” to all men from God. For a complete account of what Christ said in this regard, read Isaiah 58:6; 61:1-2; Luke 4:16-21; Matthew 11:4-6.

Christ had come “to seek and to save” the lost (Luke 19:10). See the parables of “The Lost Sheep,” “The Lost Coin,” and “The Prodigal (Lost) Son” (Luke 15).

Throughout His ministry, Christ proclaimed Himself as the Savior of the world, but only a comparatively few of His countrymen accepted Him in faith (John 1:35-51; 6:66-71; Matthew 16:13-17). His fellow-townsmen of Nazareth rejected Him early in His ministry (Luke 4:16-31).

The religious leaders of the Jews tried to discredit Jesus at every opportunity. In their pride, they felt no need to confess their sins and accept salvation as God’s free gift. They did not want others to do so either, feeling that their position as the religious leaders of the nations was being undermined (John 2:13-25; 5:18; 6:66; 7; 8:59). After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-45), His enemies laid plans to capture and to kill Him, reasoning: “If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him” (John 11:47-53).
From the very beginning Jesus had known that His nation would not accept Him. In fact, He had often foretold it. (Matthew 12:38-40, 45; 16:21-23; 17:9, 22-23; 20:17-28; Mark 8:31; 9:9-13; 10:32-34; Luke 9:22, 31, 44-45; 11:29ff.; 13:31-35; 18:31-33; John 3:14-17; 7:6; 8:21; 10:12-18; 11:7-16).

He knew that one of His own disciples would betray Him (John 6:70-71). But He also knew that no one could lay hands on Him before the hour set by the Father (John 11:8-10), or before He, Himself, would allow it. “No man takes My life from Me, but I lay it down of Myself,” He declared (John 10:18).

Christ was willing to suffer and die (Philippians 2:6-8). He resolutely went to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) to die on the cross in His battle for man’s soul.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT JESUS’ SUFFERING AND DEATH

On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered into Jerusalem, hailed by large crowds (Matthew 21:1-11). On Monday, He cleansed the Temple of the money-changers (Mark 11:15-18). On Tuesday, the chief priests, Scribes, and Pharisees tried to trick Him (Mark 11:27—12:40). Jesus also foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, the end of the world, and His own second coming for judgment (Matthew 24-25; Luke 21; Mark 13). On Wednesday, He remained in the quiet circle of friends at Bethany to prepare Himself for the great ordeal which lay before Him.

On Thursday evening, Christ ate the Passover meal with His disciples and instituted the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:1-13, 17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). In taking leave of His disciples, He spoke words of fervent love and comforted them; He prayed that their relationship with the Father and with Him might be complete (John 17).

In Gethsemane, Jesus prayed: “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). Then Judas came to the garden of Gethsemane to betray Him. His disciples fled from Jesus in His dark hour (Mark 14:26, 32-52; Matthew 26:30, 36-56; Luke 22:39-53).

Christ was first led to Annas (John 18:12-14, 19-23), and then to Caiaphas, the high priest, who had hurriedly summoned the Sanhedrin (the Supreme Court of the Jews) to try Jesus, for claiming to be their Messiah.

Although they had decided beforehand what they would do with Him, they tried to give the trial an appearance of legality. They could find no fault in Him except that He claimed to be the “Son of God.” Because of this claim, they found Him “guilty of blasphemy,” and, consequently, pronounced Him “guilty of death” (Mark 14:53 — 15:1; Matthew 26:57 — 27:1; Luke 22:54-71; John 18:15—18, 25-27).

Since the Sanhedrin had no right to order capital punishment, Christ was led to Pilate, the Roman governor. This was early on Friday morning. In the mean time, Judas, on hearing that Jesus was condemned to be crucified, had hanged himself (Matthew 27:1-10; Acts 1:18-19).

Pilate quickly found Jesus to be innocent. He made repeated efforts to free Him. He gave the Jews a choice between Barabbas and Christ. Christ was scourged, and a crown of thorns was placed on His brow. He was mocked by the Roman soldiers who spat on Him and otherwise abused Him shamefully. Pilate thought this might satisfy Christ’s enemies. Pilate’s wife pleaded with her husband for Christ’s release, but the Jews insisted: “Crucify Him, crucify Him! ... His blood be on us, and on our children! … We have no king but Caesar!” They “persuaded” Pilate to sentence Him to be crucified (Mark 15:1-19; Matthew 27:2, 11-30; Luke 23:1-25; John 18:28—19:16).

Christ and two other condemned men were led out to Golgotha, a hill outside the city wall. When Christ was unable to continue carrying His cross, Simon of Cyrene was forced to carry it for Him (Matthew 27:32). Arriving at the place of execution, Jesus was crucified between two thieves (Mark 15:25-27; John 19:18). Indeed, “He was numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12; Mark 15:20-27; Matthew 27:31-38; Luke 23:26-33; John 19:16-18).

When the nails had penetrated His hands and feet, Christ prayed: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). The mob reviled and ridiculed Him all the more. Even one of the crucified thieves joined in the mockery, but the other publicly confessed his sin and turned to Jesus with the request: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:39-42). Jesus answered, “Truly I say to thee, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Thus, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, “He bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressor” (Isaiah 53:12; Mark 15:29-32; Matthew 27:39-44; Luke 23:35-43).

At about noon, darkness suddenly covered the land. This was symbolic of the “night” that now must have settled over Jesus’ soul. He was suffering the pain of the condemned in hell. In His great soul agony, Jesus cried out: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). God forsaken by God! Who can understand this mystery? (Mark 15:33-36; Matthew 27:45-49; Luke 23:44-45).

But the work of salvation was now finished. The righteous wrath of the most Holy God over man’s sin had been borne by Jesus as the substitute for man (Romans 5:17-19). The curse pronounced on man’s transgression of God’s Law had been endured (Galatians 3:13). All the demands of God’s justice had been met. The blood of the innocent Lamb of God had atoned for the sins of the world (John 1:29; 1 John 2:2). Christ could, indeed, cry out triumphantly: “It is finished!” (John 19:30).

Jesus cried out once more: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” and died. Wonders of nature took place. The Roman captain under the cross confessed, “This man was the Son of God” (Mark 15:37-41; Matthew 27:51-56; Luke 33:45-49).

Laid into a new tomb by His friends, the body of Jesus laid peaceably, while the guilty conscience of His enemies gave them no rest. Pilate permitted them to seal the tomb and place guards in a vain effort to keep Jesus in the tomb (Mark 15:42-46; Matthew 27:57-66; Luke 23:50-54; John 19:31-42).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT JESUS’ RESURRECTION

No power on earth could keep Jesus in the grave. Jesus rose from the dead, descended into hell, and showed the devils that He had triumphed over them (1 Peter 3:18-19). Early on Sunday morning, the third day after His death, two women who came to the grave to anoint Jesus’ body, found the tomb open, the guards gone, and an angel sitting in the place where Christ’s body was lying. Later that morning and again towards evening, the Risen Christ appeared to His followers, convincing them of His resurrection (Matthew 28:1-15; Luke 24:143; John 20:1-25; Mark 16:1-14).

Christ’s resurrection is the most convincing proof that He is the Son of God and the promised Savior. Had He remained in the grave it would be plain that He was not the Son of God, as He had claimed. Then the Jews would have been right in condemning Him as a blasphemer. His resurrection demonstrates that His testimony about Himself and whatever else He said and promised is true.
By raising Jesus from the dead, God showed that He accepted Christ suffering and death in our behalf as a satisfactory sacrifice for our redemption. The way to close relationship with God has again been opened. Thus, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very foundation and cornerstone our Christian faith. It is the guarantee of our faith (1 Corinthians 15:14-20, 53-58).

Jesus made every effort to convince His disciples that He had truly risen from the dead. For a period of forty days, He appeared to them at various times and places (John 20:24-29; 21:1-25). For a time, they continued to doubt (Mark 16:11; Luke 24:11; 24:13-25; John 20), but when they became convinced that he was truly risen their hearts were filled with joy (John 20:16; Luke 24:31-43). The resurrection became and remained the dominant note in all their preaching (Acts 1:21-22; 2:22-24; 3:13-15; 4:10-12; 1 Corinthians 2:2; 15:14-20; Romans 4:24-25; 10:9).

Before ascending into heaven, Jesus told His disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And, behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:6-8). Soon after that, Jesus left them on the Mount of Olives as He returned before their eyes to His Heavenly Father (Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9). This marked the end of Christ’s visible association with His disciples and the beginning of the invisible relationship between Christ and all His faithful followers. He is now present with us at all times and in all places (Matthew 28:10). Our association will again become a visible one when, in eternity, we will see Jesus “face to face” (1 Corinthians 13:12).

Now, seated at the right hand of God (Ephesians 1:20-23; Romans 8:34), Christ is equal to the Father in power and glory. As God-man, He governs the universe (Hebrews 1:3), acts as mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5), and makes intercession for us before the throne of grace (Romans 8:34). Truly, God has “highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

While the disciples were still gazing toward heaven, two men, clothed in white, stood beside them and said: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-11). We do not know when Jesus will come again; only God knows (Matthew 24:36).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE MEANING OF ALL THIS FOR US

God could not receive man back into close relationship, unless He could declare man “just.” He could not do this until our sin had been atoned for. For that purpose, He sent His Son into the world. By keeping the Law for us and by suffering and dying in our place, Jesus made it possible for God to declare us “just” and made it possible for us to live in close relationship with God as in the beginning.

“Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’ … Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us … the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:11, 13, 24; read all of Galatians 3:6-24).

God offers us the salvation which Christ has won by His suffering, death, and resurrection, as a free gift of His grace. He offers it to us purely out of love. However, this gracious offer of justification for Christ’s sake must be accepted by faith to make it our personal possession (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Of ourselves, we cannot accept God’s gracious offer of salvation (Matthew 16:17; 1 Corinthians 12:3; John 6:44). Like the disciples, we may well ask: “Who then can be saved?” Christ’s answer is: “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God” (Luke 18:26-27). Or, as Paul has written: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). We will learn more about this gift of faith when we study “WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BECOMING A CHRISTIAN.”
+
+
+

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Atone: to make amends, “make good” for man’s sin and guilt. Jesus atoned for our sins as our Savior. Romans 5:11. Noun: atonement
Reconcile: Because man sinned against God and broke God’s Law, God’s justice and righteousness demanded punishment for sin. God was justly angry with man. Jesus fulfilled God’s Law and suffered its punishment for us, Through Christ, we are now reconciled with God. 2 Corinthians 5:19. Noun: reconciliation
Redeem: By sinning against God, man became a slave of sin and of Satan. Christ “bought us back” with “His own precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.” Now, we are no longer a servant of sin and Satan, but we belong to Christ. 1 Peter 1:18-19. Noun: redemption
Propitiate: God was justly angry with man for rebelling against Him. Christ has satisfied God’s anger. Through faith in Christ, we become God’s dear children. As our “propitiation,” Christ has made it possible for God to change his attitude from one of anger to one of tender, fatherly love and concern. Romans 3:25; 8:15; 1 John 2.2, Noun: propitiation
Justify: “To declare just” — We are declared just through Christ. God sees not our sins but Christ’s blood and righteousness. For Christ’s sake, God declares us just Christ’s righteousness is counted by God as being ours. Romans 5:18-19; 4:25. Noun: justification 
Intercede: “To plead” — When we sin and truly repent of it, Christ pleads for us with the justice and righteousness of God. He reminds God that He, Jesus, suffered and died to “atone” for our sins. Then God, for Christ’s sake, forgives us our sins. Hebrews 7:25; Isaiah 53:12; 1 Timothy 2:5. Noun: intercession
Vicarious atonement: Christ atoned for our sins. As our substitute, Christ did for us what we could not do. God considers Christ’s righteousness to be our righteousness.
+
+
+

WORK SHEET
1. Even though man had sinned, God still loved man.   (  ) True (  ) False 
2. God promised to send a Savior to save man from his sins.   (  ) True (  ) False 
3. Man’s Savior had to keep God’s Law for man and pay the penalty for man’s sins. 
(  ) True (  ) False

4. Underline correct phrase: Joseph was the (father, foster-father) of Jesus.

5. Jesus was both ______________ and ________________.
6. List evidence that Jesus is true God: _____________________________
     __________________________________________________________
7. List evidence that Jesus is true man: _____________________________
     ___________________________________________________________
8. To be man’s Savior, Jesus had to be true man, because He had to be under God’s Law and to suffer and die.   (  ) True (  ) False

9. To be man’s Savior, Jesus had to be true God to be able to keep God’s Law and to rise from the dead.    (  ) True (  ) False

10. Check the correct statement:

(  ) God the Father forced Jesus to die for us.

(  ) Jesus willingly died for us in order to save us.
11. When Jesus said “___________________________” He was suffering the agony of hell.
12. Jesus’ words: “It is finished!” meant _________________________________.
13. Underline correct phrase:   Jesus was buried in a 
(new tomb, in a tomb in which others had been buried).

14. List evidence that Jesus actually rose from the dead: ____________________
     _______________________________________________________________
15. Jesus’ resurrection guarantees us that we have been redeemed. 
(  ) True (  ) False 
16. As God-man, Jesus is with us wherever we are.

(  ) True (  ) False
17. Check correct statement:

(  ) Jesus died only for those who believe in Him.

(  ) Jesus died for everyone.

18. To redeem means to _____________________________________________.
19. Jesus knows when He will come again.    (  ) True (  ) False
CHAPTER V

. . . ABOUT BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). As “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), Christ kept the Law for all people; Christ died for all people; Christ rose again for all people; Christ redeemed all people from sin and death. All the wonderful blessings of the work of Christ are offered to all people (Jeremiah 3:16-17; 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 3:18).

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT FAITH
The blessings Christ gained for us became ours by faith alone. As the disciples (John 1:35-51; 6:68-69), the man sick with palsy (Matthew 9:1-8), the sinful woman (Luke 7:36-50) the malefactor on the cross (Luke 23:42-43), and many others came to Jesus in faith, so we also must come to Christ, believing that He alone can save us.

As defined in the Bible, faith is the God-given eye that sees Jesus as the Savior, the God-given ear that hears His voice in the Word of God, and the God-given hand that grasps Him and holds to Him. This faith does not come of itself, nor is it result of man’s efforts (Romans 10:17).

We may define faith in another way. Faith is based on knowing the Word and promises of God and accepting them as true. But even this is not enough. The devil also knows and accepts God and His Word as true. Faith must go one step farther. Faith is firm trust and confidence in Christ as our only Savior, or, as Hebrews describes it: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith joyfully accepts God’s wonderful promise of heavenly joy and peace through Christ, our Savior (Romans 10:9; 2 Timothy 1:12; Ephesians 3:12; John 20:29).

Faith is personal. No one can believe for another. Each one must believe for himself (Mark 16:16; John 1:12).

Mankind has been able to accomplish many things. He has made great discoveries and inventions. He has developed powers and resources of nature. But, in matters of the soul, man, by nature, lacks understanding. As Paul reminds us: “The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness to him” (1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 4:18; Romans 8:7).

Natural man sees evidence of God’s creative power and providence in the things of the world about him. His conscience tells him there is a God. The history of men and nations reveals the influence of an Almighty Ruler over it all. However, natural man’s knowledge of God cannot go beyond this (Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15; Acts 17:26-28).

To know the true God and especially the God of “holy love” revealed most fully in the Savior, Jesus Christ, is beyond man’s natural ability (Acts 17:23; Ephesians 4:18; Romans 8:7). Not until the Holy Spirit comes into his heart can man recognize Christ as the promised Redeemer, the eternal Son of God, who through His suffering, death, and resurrection has saved us from sin, death, and the power of Satan (1 Corinthians 12:3).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FAITH
Who is the Holy Spirit who comes to work faith in the heart of man? When we studied What The Bible Says About God And His World, we saw that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity. At Jesus’ baptism, He came down from heaven in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16), which has become His symbol. The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son (Job 33:4; Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 28:19). The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. Jesus said: “"But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me” (John 15:26). To testify of Jesus, to create faith in Christ in the hearts of men, and to strengthen this faith in the hearts are the special functions of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 1:9; Galatians 4:6).
Consider Nicodemus and Paul as examples of how the Holy Spirit is able to change man’s heart and create faith within it. Nicodemus was a noble and learned teacher of Israel. He knew the Old Testament and its prophecies about the promised Messiah, yet he failed to recognize Christ as the fulfillment of these promises of God. The reason was: “Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:3-6). After Nicodemus experienced this “new birth,” he became one of Christ's faithful followers (John 19:39).
Paul was changed from a persecutor of Christians into a Christian himself. The Holy Spirit brought about this change in him, beginning with his experience on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-22). Paul became one of the greatest of the Apostles, suffering more for the sake of his faith in Jesus Christ than any other (2 Corinthians 11:22ff.; 12:11).
All people need the Holy Spirit to bring them to faith in Jesus Christ their Savior. “no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:3). The Holy Spirit is God’s gift. Jesus often spoke of “The Comforter,” “The Spirit of Truth,” who would lead His followers into a deeper understanding of the way of salvation, and would strengthen their faith in Him (John 14:16-18; 15:26; 16:7-15). Jesus commanded His disciples to remain in Jerusalem after His ascension until God would send His Holy Spirit into their hearts (Acts 1:4, 8; John 14:26-27).
God sent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, ten days after Christ’s ascension into heaven. Pentecost means fifty (50 days after the Passover Festival). Many Jews had come to Jerusalem for the observance of the “Festival of the First Fruits.” Approximately 120 of God’s followers, including the disciples, had come together in one place, praying and waiting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which Christ had promised (Acts 1:14; 2:1ff.). Suddenly there came a sound from heaven “like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:2-4).
This speaking “with other tongues” was intelligent speech inspired by the Holy Spirit. This clearly showed that the Gospel was meant for all people and was to be brought to all nations (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15).
Many of the people in the Temple had come from foreign lands. They were amazed at what they heard: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? . . . we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God” (Acts 2:7-11).
To this large audience Peter then preached a mighty sermon (Acts 2:14-36). He reminded his hearers: “Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know--this Jesus . . . you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:22-23). But this proclamation of the “Law” was followed immediately by the “Gospel” -  “This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:32) .

In response to this proclamation of “Law” and “Gospel”, the listeners asked: “Brothers, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter replied: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). On that first day of the new Christian era, about 3000 repented of their sins, accepted Christ as their Savior, and were baptized in the name of the Triune God. These converts became the first “Christians.”
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD
In our day, the Holy Spirit works among men in like manner. He uses the Word of God and the Holy Sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper). These are often referred to as “the Means of Grace,” for they are the instruments, channels or means through which the Holy Spirit brings God’s grace to us, producing and strengthening our faith in Christ as our only Lord and Savior.

The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God first (John 17:17; Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 1 Peter 1:23), which is described as “a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces” (Jeremiah 23:29), being “living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12); God’s Word is truly “the power of God for salvation” (Romans 1:16), never failing to accomplish its purpose (Isaiah 55:10-11; 2 Corinthians 2:15-17; 1 Kings 8:56).

God’s Word contains both “Law” and “Gospel.” The “Law” is everything in God’s Word which uncovers sin and points out God’s judgment and condemnation. “Through the law comes knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). The “Law” is a mirror in which we may see ourselves as God sees us. The “Law” sets up Gods standard for man’s life. (See “Ten Commandments” in III. What The Bible Says About Sin And Its Consequences.)

The Holy Spirit uses “the hammer” of the Law to shatter our pride and self-righteousness; He uses “the two-edged sword” of the Law to expose to us our utter helplessness and to make us aware of, and sorry for, our sins. He uses the Law to show us the dread consequences of sin, so that we see the hopelessness of our condition (Matthew 4:17; Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:24).

After the Holy Spirit has prepared our hearts through the Law, He uses the healing balm of the “Gospel,” which shows us God’s way of salvation — forgiveness of sin through the saving power of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. Every Word of God which proclaims God’s grace and love is “Gospel.” The Gospel is the “good news” of what God has done and is doing for us through Christ, and for the sake of Christ. Whereas the “Law” tells us what we must do, the “Gospel” tells us what God has done and is doing for us. Through the Holy Spirit’s work, we accept this in faith as a gift of God’s grace (Romans 5:5; Luke 19:10; Matthew 1:21; 9:13; 1 Timothy 1:15).

Thus, the Holy Spirit uses both “Law” and “Gospel” to bring us to Christ. Nothing can reprove so effectively as the Law (Psalm 6:2-4; Jeremiah 23:29), and nothing can comfort so fully as the Gospel (Psalm 21:1-2; Acts 8:26-39). Jesus used both in speaking to the Emmaus Disciples. He rebuked them for their folly and unbelief (Luke 24:25); He showed them that He had truly died and risen again for their salvation (Luke 24:26-31).

The Holy Spirit always uses both “Law” and “Gospel” to bring sinners to Christ. When the Holy Spirit has succeeded in causing man to be truly sorry for his sin and to accept Christ as his Savior, we say such a person has been “converted.” He has been turned away from sin and his old way of life, to God and the new life in Christ. “If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17; see also Galatians 2:19-20; Ephesians 2:8; 1 Peter 2:25).

One of the most precious doctrines of the Bible is the doctrine of justification. As sinners, we stand at God’s bar of justice. The Law, the devil, and our sinful flesh accuse us. We can only plead “guilty.” When God in His holiness and justice is about to condemn us, Jesus steps forward and says, “I have kept the Law for man; I have paid for man’s guilt with My blood.” God then pronounces us free from guilt. For Christ’s sake, He declares us “just.” We are justified in His sight. “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1; Zechariah 3).

The Bible uses another picture to illustrate the doctrine of justification. When we are converted, Christ puts His “robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10) over us, who are stained and filthy with sin. God, then, sees only Christ’s righteousness, not our sinfulness.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT HOLY BAPTISM
The Holy Spirit also uses the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion as channels or means for bestowing Gods grace upon us. Later, when we discuss What The Bible Says About Growing As A Christian, we will speak about the Sacrament of Holy Communion (Lord’s Supper).

In this present chapter, we will consider the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, which the Holy Spirit uses to bring people to faith in Christ and make them members of His Kingdom.

In the Old Testament, God had prescribed numerous ceremonial washings for His people. Later, one of the prophets, in describing the expected coming of the Messiah, spoke of “clean water” by which all who believed in Him were to be sprinkled (Ezekiel’ 36:25). John “the Baptist” received that name, because he baptized those who confessed their sins and repented of them (Matthew 3:1-6). John’s baptism was called “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). All who came to be baptized by John thereby confessed their faith that through the coming Messiah whom John proclaimed, their sins would be forgiven.

However, it was Jesus Himself who gave us the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as we have it in the Christian Church today. Shortly before His ascension, Christ gave His disciples the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 
In reading the Bible, we note that the disciples conscientiously carried out Christ’s command and baptized those, who, through the Holy Spirit, had been won for Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 8:36-39; 9:18; 10:47-48; 16:15-33; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Galatians 3:27; Ephesians 5:4-5).

When Jesus instituted Holy Baptism, He did not say how we are to apply the water in baptism. The Greek word baptize is used for sprinkling, pouring, and immersing (dipping under water). A typical example of this is Mark 7:3-4: “For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands, holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.” (Note that the various items mentioned are washed in different ways.)

The essential factor is that we sprinkle, pour or immerse in the name of the Triune God. We dare not insist that one particular method must be used, since God Himself has not specified it.

Jesus did specify that baptism should include two things: the Word of God and water. We are to baptize in the name of the Triune God and use water in performing this sacred act. It is the Word of God with the water which makes baptism a sacred act (a “sacrament”) with heavenly blessings.

The blessings received through Holy Baptism include “putting on Christ” and all that He has won for us: “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27). Through baptism, tie Holy Spirit is bestowed on us as an abiding gift of God’s grace: In Titus 3:5, St. Paul refers to baptism as a “washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”
Through baptism, we receive the forgiveness of sins (Acts 22:16; Romans 6:4-6; 1 Peter 3:21). We also receive life and salvation (Galatians 2:20); we become children of God (Galatians 8:26) and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:16-17). After our baptism, the Holy Spirit continues to work within us, constantly renewing and strengthening our faith in Christ. When the devil tries to lead us to doubt that our sins have actually been forgiven, the Holy Spirit reminds us of our baptism by which we have become God’s children. Through baptism, God personally and individually guarantees us that our sins have been forgiven (1 Corinthians 6:11; Ephesians 5:26; He brews 10:22; Acts 22:16).

The great blessings of Holy Baptism may well cause us to ask: “How is it possible for water to do such great things?” It is not the water, but the Word of God and our faith which relies on that Word which makes such miracles possible. Through God’s Word, the Holy Spirit offers us God’s blessings in Holy Baptism; these blessings become ours when we, through the ability which the Holy Spirit gives us, accept them in faith. “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). St. Paul reminds us: “By grace you are saved through faith; and that is not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).

Only the Holy Spirit can work faith in the human heart. He does this in the hearts of young and old alike. Jesus pointed to children as examples of faith for adults to follow: “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. … Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me” (Matthew 18:3-5; see also Acts 2:39; Matthew 18:6, 10-11; Mark 10:14; John 3:5).

We should bring our children to baptism soon after 
their birth, because we want them to come to Jesus and become children of God as early as possible. The Holy Spirit, being present in the Word of baptism, opens the heart of the child, so that He may there deposit His heavenly gifts. Under the influence of Christian training, in steadily increasing measure, the child becomes conscious of and grows up with these gifts.

Therefore, children not only may, but they should be baptized. Jesus said: “Baptize all nations.” Children are included in that command. Baptism is the portal to all heavenly gifts (Acts 2:38 Galatians 3:27; Titus 3:5; John 3:5-6). Children are to share in these blessings, and Jesus rebukes those that would keep them away. “Do not hinder them,” He says (Mark 10:13-14). 
In addition to the command to “baptize all nations,” Jesus also declared: “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20). The baptized person should receive careful instruction in God’s Word throughout his life-time and remain under the influence of God’s Word. For this reason, it is important that we attend church services regularly, and that we make use of opportunities to study the Bible with fellow Christians. It is equally important that we study God’s Word in our family circle and privately.

Philip instructed the man from Ethiopia before he baptized him (Acts 8:26-39). Before baptizing adults, it is necessary that they be instructed in what the Bible says. Then, when they are convinced that Christ is their Savior, they are to be baptized.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT DAILY GROWTH AS A CHRISTIAN
St. Paul reminds us: “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).

The Holy Spirit, who is renewed within us in baptism (Titus 3:5), daily works with us so that we may walk in “newness of life.” He it is who helps us to fight against Satan, who daily tempts us to return to our former life of sin. The Holy Spirit daily helps us to put to death our sinful nature. He it is who strengthens us so that we remain steadfast in faith (Romans 6:11-14; Ephesians 4:22-24; 6:10ff).

This process of repentance for sin and growth in faith is a life-long process. In Philippians 3:12, Paul says: “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own.”

It was for us that Jesus prayed: “I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. . . . Sanctify them (make them holy) in the truth; your word is truth. . . . . And for their sake I sanctify myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth” (John 17:15-19). And as Paul says “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Christ’s followers were first called “Christians” in Antioch (Acts 11:26). It was meant as mockery, but the believers accepted it as an honor to carry the name of their Lord and Savior. In our day, we also regard it as a high honor to be called “Christians.” We should remember that it is an unearned honor; it is a gift of God’s grace, accepted by us in faith. We are born by the gracious will of God. We are redeemed by the grace of Christ. We are made and kept Christ’s own by the power of God’s Holy Spirit working within us. We owe everything to God alone. To Him alone be glory! (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
+ + +
DEFINITION OF TERMS

Conversion: Turning away from sin to God and the new life in Christ, the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts (Colossians 1:13; Jeremiah 31:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:19.20).

Repentance: True sorrow for sin and faith in Christ and His merits, the result of the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts (Acts 3:19; 8:22; Isaiah 55;7; Psalm 51; 2 Corinthians 7:10).

Regeneration: Used as a synonym for “conversion” and “repentance.” Regeneration emphasizes being “born again” from spiritual death to spiritual life (Ezekiel 36:26; John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:19-20).

Justification: God, for Christ’s sake, declares us “just.” Because Christ has fulfilled the Law and paid its penalty as our substitute, God declares us just as soon as we accept Jesus in faith (Romans 5:1, 18, 19; 4:25; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21).

Sanctification: This term refers to the entire process of becoming and growing as a Christian, from conversion to life eternal. It may also be used to refer only to our growth as Christians after we have become Christians (John 17:17; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Peter 1:2).

Sacrament: A sacred act, instituted by Christ Himself, in which there are certain external means (i.e., water; bread and wine), connected with God’s Word. Through such a sacred act, God offers, gives, and seals unto us the forgiveness of sins which Christ has earned for us. There are two sacraments; Holy Baptism and Holy Communion (Lord’s Supper) (Matthew 28:19-20; 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Sponsors: Persons who speak in the child’s stead at infant baptism. They serve as witnesses to the child that it was actually baptized; they also serve as spiritual guardians, if it becomes necessary. To have sponsors at infant baptism is an ancient custom of the Christian Church.

+
+
+

WORK SHEET

1. Underline correct phrase: God wants (all, only those believe) to be saved.

2. I can do nothing to become a Christian.   (  ) True  (  ) False
3. Identify with “L” for Law and “G” for Gospel the following statements:

(  ) What God tells us to do

(  ) What God has done for us

(  ) What God still does for us

(  ) What God has told us not to do

4. Check the correct statement:

(  ) To bring us to Christ, the Holy Spirit uses only the Gospel.

(  ) To bring us to Christ, the Holy Spirit uses both Law and Gospel.

(  ) To bring us to Christ, the Holy Spirit uses only God’s Law.

5. The Holy Spirit alone can convert us. 
(  ) True (  ) False
6. Check the correct statement:

(  ) We are saved though trust and confidence in ourselves.

(  ) We are saved through trust and confidence in Christ and in ourselves.

(  ) We are saved through trust and confidence in Christ alone.

7. Because Christ bore the punishment for our sins, God declares us free from guilt. 
(  ) True  (  ) False

8. Baptism was instituted by Christ Himself.    (  ) True (  ) False

9. Water gives baptism its power.    (  ) True (  ) False

10. In an emergency, anyone may baptize.   (  ) True (  ) False

11. Since infants and small children cannot think for themselves, they should not be baptized.   (  ) True (  ) False

12. To make baptism valid, we must apply water by sprinkling.   (  ) True (  ) False

13. Baptism is merely an outward act to show that we are joining a church. 
(  ) True (  ) False
14. Check the correct statements:

(  ) In Baptism, God forgives us our sins.

(  ) In Baptism, God promises that we will never fall from faith.

(  ) In Baptism, God creates in us new spiritual life.

(  ) In Baptism, God accepts us as His children.

(  ) In Baptism, God makes it impossible for us to sin again.

15. To receive the benefits of Baptism, we need not believe God’s promises. 
(  ) True (  ) False

16. List what special meaning Baptism has for you in your daily life: 

_______________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________
CHAPTER VI

ABOUT THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE HOLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
By “church” we mean the total number of men, women, and children who are baptized and truly believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. The church is the “Body” of which Christ is the “Head” (Ephesians 1:22-23): the “Temple” in which Christ dwells (1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:20-22); the “Bride” of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:22-32; Revelation 22:17). Because Christ is the head of the church, she is called “The Christian Church.” Because Christians are holy through faith in Jesus Christ and His merits, the church is called “The Holy Christian Church.”

The Holy Christian Church is also called “The Communion of Saints.” The word “communion” means “fellowship.” The word “saints” describes all believers "sanctified” (made holy) through the blood of Jesus Christ. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, they have accepted Christ’s sacrifice as sufficient for their salvation and are clothed in His righteousness. “The Communion of Saints,” therefore, is the “Fellowship of Believers” (2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 1:13-23; 2:5).

So often when we speak of “the church,” we think of buildings or human organizations. Never forget that without people the church would not exist, even though such evidences as buildings, cemeteries, and ruins might still remain. It is not by accident that the term “The Communion of Saints” follows closely after the term “The Holy Christian Church” in the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed. This should always remind us that the individual Christians, forming a common fellowship through faith in Christ, are the true “church” (Ephesians 4:3-6; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Romans 12:4). Buildings and organizational forms are merely “tools” used by the believers to maintain and to extend their Christian fellowship.

Christ promised to send to His disciples the Holy Spirit, “the Comforter,” soon after His ascension into heaven (John 14:26; Luke 24:49). This promise was fulfilled when God sent the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. A tongue of fire on the head of each was the sign of the Holy Spirit’s presence. Peter directed the attention of his listeners to Christ as their only Savior. As a result, about 3000 souls were added to the church on that day. These together with the people who were believers already before Pentecost formed the “Holy Christian Church” on earth (Acts 2).

Luke’s account in the Book of Acts gives us the historical record of the early growth of the Holy Christian Church. At first, the disciples were hesitant about leaving Jerusalem. God used the persecutions by Saul (later the apostle Paul) to scatter the believers all over Palestine and neighboring countries, thus spreading the Gospel beyond Judea. God then called the persecutor Saul to become Paul, His apostle to the Gentiles. With endless zeal and energy, Paul traveled throughout the countries along the Mediterranean Sea, speaking to Jews and Gentiles alike of Christ, the Savior. The other apostles were also active in spreading the Gospel of Christ, as we learn from historical records of the Early Church, although the Bible itself does not give us much information on their activity (Book of Acts).

The church’s history including the period of martyrdom, the outreach into the far corners of the Roman Empire, northward into France, Germany, the Scandinavian countries, the British Isles, to the Western Hemisphere, and then the great missionary outreach into Asia during the nineteenth century is a glorious account of the Holy Spirit’s power whereby men are saved from sin, death, and the power of the devil, are brought to faith in Jesus Christ their Savior, and are made members of this “Communion of Saints.”

What happened in the past is being repeated every day. When a person is baptized and brought to faith in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit does not leave him isolated and alone, but adds him to the “Body” of those who already are associated with the “Head” of the church. The believer enters into a new realm — a communion or association which stands infinitely above every other fellowship on earth. As a member of the Christian Church, the believer stands in closest relationship with Christ and His followers (Ephesians 4:4-6). Christians form one “family” in which they live as brothers and sisters under Christ, their elder brother and their Lord and Savior (Galatians 3:26-28; Romans 8:14-16). They are welded together through the bond of faith and a common creed (Apostles’ Creed).

In its truest sense, the Holy Christian Church is “invisible,” because faith in Jesus Christ is the basic constituting factor. We cannot determine exactly who has “faith” and who has not, because we cannot look into people’s hearts. Only God can and does know who are true believers. “The Lord knows those who are his” (2 Timothy 2:19).

But we may also speak of the “visible” church. It consists of all who have given evidence of their faith, have been baptized, and have joined a Christian congregation. The assembled congregation hearing God’s Word and receiving the administration of the Sacraments is “the visible Church” of Christ on earth.

It is sad but true, that hypocrites and even godless 
people are to be found among those who confess faith in Christ (Matthew 7:21; 15:8-9). Jesus Himself prepared us for this rather shocking reality through the parable of the “Tares among the Wheat” (Matthew 13:24-30). However, the unavoidable presence of hypocrites and evil-doers in the church must not blind us to the fact that there are many people who sincerely believe in Christ and honestly try to live according to God’s will. They are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, and holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). They are God’s own people (1 Peter 2:5).

Another fact which we must recognize is that the Christian Church on earth is divided into many different church bodies, denominations, or sects. This seems to deny the “oneness” of the church as expressed by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). Which then is the “true” Christian Church?

God has promised that as long as the Word of God is taught and proclaimed, there will be believers in Christ (Isaiah 55:11). No one church or denomination can claim to be the “Holy Christian Church” to the exclusion of others. We remember that the Holy Christian Church is made up of people — believers in Christ. She is “The Communion of Saints,” the “Fellowship of Believers,” and of her members St. Paul says, “The Lord knows those who are his” (2 Timothy 2:19). As a result, the Holy Christian Church crosses denominational lines; its members are found in every denomination that teaches that, through faith in Christ as the Only Savior, sinners are saved. Church organizations are but incidental, created for greater effectiveness in carrying out the Church’s work. 
That church which bases its faith and life upon Holy Scriptures, most conscientiously permits the Holy Spirit to guide it “into all truth” (John 16:13), is the best church according to John 8:31-32: “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Christ is the only “Head” of the church (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23). Whatever form of organization or government a church may choose for the most effective use of the means of grace is unessential as long as it does not violate God’s Word. What is essential is that the church take orders only from Him who has outlined for her the tasks she is to perform. We speak of this task as “The Great Commission”: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Christ’s mandate is carried on chiefly by local congregations. The local “fellowship of believers” calls pastors for the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments. It also often calls others to serve in the ministry of teaching. The local congregation provides for the teaching of young and old in the truths of the Holy Scriptures, and offers opportunities for worship and participation in the Holy Sacraments. Within the local congregation, every member is called to make disciples. This includes inviting the unchurched of the community to hear God’s Word and follow Christ together. 
To do this work most effectively, the local church will organize its program in such a way that, through its ministry teams (previously called boards and committees), and the assignment of special responsibilities to individuals within the congregation, the various talents and abilities of the “fellowship of believers” will be most fully used. All organizations within the church have as their only purpose the building and promoting of the kingdom of God.

Congregations cooperate in work which an individual church cannot do well alone. Through such cooperation, they are better able to support Christian schools, colleges, universities and seminaries. As a result, provision is made for the training of the church’s personnel: ministers, teachers, and other workers. Christians are also prepared for all the walks of life with emphasis in their training on equipping them to be effective disciples of Christ (1 Peter 3:15).

Congregations cooperate to send missionaries to places far and near, to establish and support new congregations, and to support the work of Christian service to all. Cooperation between churches also provides for the publication of Bibles, hymnals, periodicals and other helps for Christian worship, discipleship, and evangelism. Examples of cooperation in the New Testament are Acts 15:2; 11:29-30; Galatians 2:1-10; Romans 15:26; 2 Corinthians 9.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
Members of the Holy Christian Church have definite privileges and responsibilities. These will be considered in greater detail when we study What The Bible Says About Christian Privileges (Chapter Eight) and About Christian Responsibilities (Chapter Nine). In this chapter, we will consider only those privileges and responsibilities closely related to our church membership.

One of the most important of these is to attend the worship services regularly. It is a real privilege to come into God’s presence for worship. The child of God welcomes every opportunity and thanks his Heavenly Father for all His spiritual and material gifts.

When Sunday morning (or other worship time) comes, the Christian feels like David who said: “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1). Admonishing Christians not to neglect public worship, Paul urges: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25). (Read also Ecclesiastes 3:17; Colossians 3:16; Psalm 26:6-8; 119:9-16.)

In public worship, the union between God and the believers, as well as that of the believers with one another, is strengthened. The Christian belongs to God, having become His child in Holy Baptism; therefore also he feels a great desire to be united ever more closely with the triune God in worship (Matthew 12:46-50; Hebrews 2:11; Ephesians 4:13).

In addition to worshipping God with prayer, praise and thanksgiving, the Christian also comes to God’s House regularly to hear and study His Word. He hears it proclaimed in the sermon. He also studies it with others in the Bible study group, within the family circle, and privately at home.

Christ declared: “Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and keep it” (Luke 11:28). Like Mary, the Christian is willing to sit at Jesus’ feet to hear what He has to tell him through His Word (Luke 10:38-42). But the Christian is also reminded: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Peter points out another purpose for the study of God’s Word: “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15-16).

Bible study begins at home. Every one should personally read and study the Bible. Helps to guide in such a study are available. As Lois and Eunice did with the boy Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5-6; 3:14-17), so the family should study God’s Word together. It may use the Bible, or, in the case of families with smaller children, a good Bible storybook in simple English may be a more helpful start. The study of God’s Word as a family not only fulfills God’s command (Deuteronomy 6), but also brings with it great blessings which every family needs. Studying, praying, and singing together as a family serve also to knit together more closely the family ties. It is more than a pious cliché that “The family that prays together stays together!”

In addition to the emphasis on Bible study at home most congregations have Bible classes for all ages. To study God’s Word together with fellow believers, and to take part in discussion brings blessings to all who participate. The Bible class benefits not only all who attend but also, through them, influences the entire congregation. Of all Christians, it should be said as could be said of the Christians of Berea “They received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so” (Acts 17:11).

Living the Christian life is one of the greatest responsibilities of the professing follower of Christ. St. Paul reminds Christians that they are “created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Ephesians 2:10). He said of himself: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Growth in Christian faith and love shows who are true Christians. Jesus was speaking to true believers when He said: “You are the light of the world. ... let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). (Read also Matthew 5:48; 7:21; Ephesians 4:22-24.)

The essence of “the Christian life” is to serve God by serving their fellowmen in every possible way. Jesus Christ has redeemed us “in order that we might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness.” It is our privilege and our duty to serve Christ in the church. We may do so as pastors, missionaries, teachers, choir members, as members of special or standing committees, or of the church council, in visiting the sick and aged, in the organizations of the church, and in many other ways. Also, let us not forget that parents serve God best by striving to raise their children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). The “Great Commission” can be carried out only as the church’s individual members are faithful and willing to accept responsibilities (Matthew 25:14-46; Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; Titus 2:14).

We have referred to serving God and our fellowmen by means of our God-given time and talents. This also may and should be done by means of our God-given treasures. To give financial support to the church is our responsibility as Christians. Giving is very important for the Christian; he needs to grow in this grace.
As Christians, we acknowledge God as the owner of all things (Psalm 50:10; 24:1; 1 Chronicles 29:14; Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Corinthians 4:7). The psalmist reminds us: “The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1). St. Paul asks: “For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). David says: "But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you” (1 Chronicles 29:14).

In gratitude to God for His loving and merciful goodness, the Christian sets aside a definite portion of his possessions as a regular thank offering to God. St. Paul gives us a guide for our giving: “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as God has prospered him, so that there will be no collecting when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:2).
“On the first day of the week” — whenever we are paid or have income. Paul is concerned that we give regularly and systematically. If we give only occasionally or haphazardly to the Lord, we fall short of our responsibility as faithful members, and deprive ourselves of the blessings of giving.

“Let every one of you” — St. Paul emphasizes that giving is the privilege and the responsibility of everyone — young and old alike. This means father, mother, son and/or daughter with a regular income, and children with an occasional income and allowance. Everyone should be given this privilege.

“Upon the first day of the week . . . put something aside and store it up” — We take out God’s portion first from our paycheck or income, before we use any part of it for ourselves. God should have priority in our lives (Proverbs 3:9). Thus we avoid the sin of giving God what is “left over.” When we think of our income and plan our budget, we should give God priority in our considerations.

“As God has prospered him” — Our gifts to God are to be in direct proportion to His blessings to us (2 Corinthians 8:7-11; Deuteronomy 16:17; Matthew 10:8; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). God wants us to return to Him a liberal portion of what He has given us. This portion will vary from one Christian to another, depending on his income. God expects us to give cheerfully and sacrificially (Mark 12:41-44). Certainly, we should strive to grow in giving proportionately of our income to the Lord.
We give in love to Him, who first loved us. As we consider our income and God’s proportionate share, we remember that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). God has promised to shower His blessings on the cheerful and liberal giver. “Whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” (2 Corinthians 9:6). “Test me in this, says the LORD Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it” (Malachi 3:10 NIV). Thus, God promises spiritual and material blessings to those who give in love and sacrifice. However, these blessings of God are not to be the motive for our giving. The only acceptable motive is that of love to God for His countless and undeserved gifts of grace.

God expects us to be good “stewards.” A steward is one who manages something for someone else. Thus, we manage our time, talent, and treasure for God. He will call for an accounting of this stewardship (Luke 16:1-13).

The Christian will not only manage well his time, talents, and treasures in the service of the church, but he will also use these sacred trusts wisely and in a God-pleasing manner for himself and his family, his community and his nation. For example, God looks to us to provide for our loved ones: “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Timothy 5:8).

God also expects us to contribute of our time, talents, and treasures to the support of our government and projects serving the common good of our fellowmen. “For the same reason you also pay taxes” (Romans 13:1-7).

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's” (Luke 20:25). — We will consider these in greater detail in What The Bible Says About Our Christian Responsibilities (Chapter Nine).

The practice of Christian stewardship is not a means of earning God’s blessings, nor is it even to be considered as a feeble attempt to repay God for what He has done for us. Serving the Lord, His church and our fellowmen are evidences of grateful appreciation. “hanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58). However, don’t forget that the day will come when we must give God an account of how we used our time, abilities and earthly blessings (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:1-13).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE CHURCH’S FUTURE
Because we are inundated by the devil and his angels, the church here on earth is imperfect. The church is made up of “saints” through Jesus Christ, but these are imperfect “saints,” plagued by sins and shortcomings for which we must daily ask and receive God’s forgiveness (Philippians 3:12).

Because the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh constantly seek to draw us away from Christ, the church here on earth must always continue to be the “Church Militant,” waging constant warfare against these opponents. In Ephesians 6:10-18 the Apostle Paul portrays this church of “Christian Soldiers.” And in the last book of the Bible we are reminded: “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).

Jesus has promised that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (the church)” (Matthew 16:18). That is our comfort and encouragement when it seems to us that unbelief and wickedness are gaining the upper hand.

The final triumph of the Church Militant will be on the last day, when Jesus comes to take all those who believe in Him to be with Him in heaven (Matthew 25:41-46). Then, God will in grace give to all the faithful “the crown of life” (James 1:12) and the “crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8). Of the Church Triumphant, the believers in heaven, we have this description: “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 7:15-17).
WORK SHEET
1. ____________________ is the head of the Christian Church.

2. A church which does not accept the Triune God and His Word cannot be considered part of the Holy Christian Church.

(  ) True (  ) False

3. Pentecost is the birthday of the Holy Christian Church of the New Testament. 
(  ) True (  ) False

4. Everyone who is a member of a Christian church here on earth will be a member of the Christian church in heaven.

(  ) True (  ) False

5. Because there are hypocrites in the Holy Christian Church is a valid reason for not joining any church. 
(  ) True (  ) False

6. Check the most correct statement:

(  ) Pastors and teachers are hired to do the church work for the members.

(  ) Pastors and teachers are to lead and train members to do the work of the church.

7. A church that is not mission-minded soon loses its vitality and sense of purpose. 
(  ) True (  ) False

8. The primary purpose of foreign mission work is to raise the living standards of others. 
(  ) True (  ) False

9. Church membership means only that I attend church services on a Sunday morning. 
(  ) True (  ) False

10. Check items below on which you wish more information:

(  ) An explanation of the order of worship service.

(  ) Information on how to read and study the Bible.

(  ) How I can become active in our church’s Christian education program.

(  ) What our church is doing in our denomination’s foreign mission program.

(  ) How I can become active in our church’s community mission program.

CHAPTER VII

… ABOUT GROWING AS A CHRISTIAN

It cannot be said too often that we have become Christians entirely and exclusively through the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Faith, justification — being declared “just” before God for Christ’s sake, salvation from sin and death, are all free gifts of God’s grace.

St. Paul says: “For we are his (God’s) workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). God expects us to “grow as Christians.” The Holy Spirit waters and cultivates our faith with the “means of grace”, the Word and Sacraments, so that we will “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:12; Matthew 5:16). It is God, who enables us to grow as Christians. It is not our own doing (Philippians 2:13; Colossians 1:9-11; 2:6-7; Ephesians 1:17-18).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT TEMPTATION
Being a Christian does not guarantee that we will always remain a Christian. The devil and his angels constantly strive to lead us astray. No one is excluded from temptation. St. Paul warns: “Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed that he does not fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12 NIV). Peter alerts us: “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world” (1 Peter 5:8-9).

The child of God can fall into sin and unbelief. Eve looked at the forbidden fruit and ate of it. David committed adultery and murder because he permitted his heart to be filled with covetous thoughts. Only after God sent His prophet Nathan to David would he acknowledge his sin and admit the error of his way (2 Samuel 11ff.). Paul mourned that Demas, who once followed Christ, forsook Christ (2 Timothy 4:10). Saul, the first king of Israel, showed much promise, but God had to reject him, because Saul permitted himself to be led astray (2 Samuel 15). —We should heed St. Paul’s warning so that the same does not happen to us: “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11).

In considering What The Bible Says About Becoming A Christian, we learned that, through Baptism, we have been “born again” by water and the Holy Spirit. As a result of this “new birth,” in every Christian there are two natures: “The old Adam” (our sinful nature — “that which is born of the flesh”), and the “new man” (the child of God — “that which is born of the Spirit”). These two are constantly opposed to each other.
In order that our new relationship with God may be preserved and may grow, it is absolutely necessary that “the old Adam in us must by daily sorrow and repentance be drowned, and be put to death, with all sins and evil lusts; and that again the new man must daily come forth and arise to live before God in righteousness and holiness forever.”

No one is safe from temptation. “The heart is deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9). Jeremiah here refers to the “old Adam” within us, who allies himself with sin and Satan to bring about our fall into sin. There is within our hearts a constant warfare between the “old Adam” and the “new man.” We must avoid everything which might be used by Satan in his endeavor to defeat the “new man” created by the Holy Spirit within us. Enabled by the Holy Spirit, we must not only defend ourselves, but we must also fight back against every temptation which plagues us.
Strength and guidance for this spiritual battle are to be found in the Word of God, “the sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). Without it, we will never win the victory. Jesus met the temptations of Satan by this means. Read Matthew 4 and take note of how effectively Jesus used the Word. To make use of the Word, we must know it well. If we know the Word well, we will be able to distinguish truth from error (2 Timothy 2:15), and in this way to withstand temptation.

In addition to the “armor of God” and the “sword of the Spirit” (God’s Word), our Lord tells us also to make constant use of the power of prayer. “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). We are to be constantly in contact with God (1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Timothy 2:8). — We will consider the importance of prayer in greater detail when we study VIII. What The Bible Says About Our Christian Privileges.
Another help in avoiding and in fighting off temptation is that of keeping busy. “Idleness is the devil’s workshop.” If we are occupied with the things of God, we will have no time to play with sin. The more we serve God and our fellowmen, the less opportunity Satan will have to tempt us to serve him.

Even though we make great effort to avoid sin and do what is good, we still find that “we sin much every day and deserve nothing but punishment.” All of God’s saints have to admit it. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our selves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS
It is easy to deceive ourselves into believing that we are comparatively “good,” especially if we compare ourselves to others who are openly living an evil life. But the Holy Spirit, using God’s Law, reminds us that every transgression of God’s will, whether committed willingly or unwillingly, knowingly or out of ignorance, whether it be in thought, word or deed, “sin.” James 4:17; Romans 3:12
God’s Law is a “mirror.” It shows us what God wants us to do and not to do. If we humbly permit the Holy Spirit to speak to us by this means, we soon learn that “through the law comes knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

The Holy Spirit furthermore reveals our need for forgiveness. He shows us that, unless our sins are forgiven, we are under God’s wrath and eternal condemnation (Psalm 5:5-7; 143:2; Deuteronomy 27:26; James 2:10).

Thank God, the Holy Spirit also reveals to us the Gospel of forgiveness. When we tremble most in God’s presence and don’t know where to flee from His wrath, the Holy Spirit brings the “good news” that Christ has taken all of our sins on Himself, has suffered and endured the whole weight of God’s wrath, and has reconciled us to God (Galatians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; Colossians 2 Romans 3:24-26; 1 John 2:2).
The Holy Spirit also assures us that we may have all our sins forgiven, and should therefore confess them and ask Gods forgiveness. David made that experience. He confessed his sins of murder and adultery to Nathan and asked God’s forgiveness. Nathan assured him of God’s forgiveness (Psalm 6:1; 51). The Prodigal Son trusted that his father would not reject his plea for forgiveness (Luke 15:18-19). This same assurance caused Peter to go out “and weep bitterly,” seeking Christ’s forgiveness for having shamefully denied ever having known Him (Luke 22:62; John 21:15-17). Likewise, the penitent thief on the cross found courage to ask: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). Such an assurance of the grace of God’s forgiveness also moved the hearts of the 3000 on the Day of Pentecost to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:37-38).

When the Holy Spirit has brought us to a recognition of sin, to a realization of our need for forgiveness, to confession of our sins before God, and to the certainty of God’s forgiveness through faith in Christ Jesus, a miracle has taken place. For Christ’s sake, we are counted “just” before God. St. Paul assures us: “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). We have the greatest treasure: peace of mind and heart!

We sin every day in thought, word, and action. When the Holy Spirit by means of God’s Word shows us our sins, leads us to repentance and confidently to ask God’s forgiveness for Christ’s sake, we can declare from our own daily experience: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Daily repentance and daily forgiveness — this is the way of growing as a Christian.

We may describe daily repentance and forgiveness in another way. Very often when a believer commits a sin, he becomes conscious of his sin at once. As he considers what he has done, he in trusting faith sighs a plea for forgiveness. This prayer is heard; his sins are forgiven. — His plea for forgiveness may be spoken or unspoken within his heart. Believers have forgiveness of sins as long as they believe.

In His model prayer, Christ has taught us to pray: “Forgive us our trespasses.” Luther rightly explained: “We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins, nor on their account deny our prayer; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we pray, neither have we deserved them; but that He would grant them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment.

Whenever we pray with others: “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us” we are making a public confession of our sins. We do this also in other ways in our worship service at church. It is not an empty custom to begin our services with the confession of sins and then to receive absolution from the pastor as a servant of the Lord. As Christians, we confess our sins and ask for God’s forgiveness, so that we may stand in God’s presence, and worship Him “in spirit and in truth.” We want nothing to stand between us and our God (Psalm 24:3-4).

It may happen that we are especially burdened by a certain sin. We may feel that it is a sin which cannot be forgiven. Our conscience may plague us endlessly. God and His promises of forgiveness may see beyond us. Our conscience and the devil may urge: “This sin is too great to be forgiven.” When this happens, remember the advice of James: “Confess your faults one to another” (James 5:16). God has given us the blessed privilege of private confession. We may unburden our soul to our pastor or to some other trusted Christian friend and hear from his lips the spoken assurance: “Your sins are forgiven, for Christ’s sake.”
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER
Besides His Word, God has given us a very special means through which we may grow in Christian faith and life. Through the Lord’s Supper, God gives special blessings to us and to the church. — The Lord’s Supper is also known as the “Lord’s Table” (1 Corinthians 10:21); the “Eucharist” (Matthew 26:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16); the “Sacrament of the Altar,” and “Holy Communion.” The last term is perhaps the most commonly used. Thus, we speak of “going to communion,” and of “Communion Sunday.”
Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper “on the night in which He was betrayed” during the celebration of the Passover Meal. The Passover Meal was an annual observance commemorating Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage The observance was instituted by God Himself. The lamb for the meal had to be carefully selected according to standards set by God; it was to be killed and prepared in such a way that no bones would be broken. The Passover lamb was a picture of Christ and His passion. The bitter herbs of the meal were a reminder of the bitter bondage in Egypt; the unleavened bread symbolized purity. The “cup of blessing” was a later addition (Exodus 12-13; 23:14-19; Leviticus 23:4-14; Numbers 9; 28:16-25).

As the “head of the family,” Jesus had arranged for the eating of the Passover Meal with His disciples. At the conclusion, Jesus, the true Passover Lamb, instituted His own meal, the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, using the unleavened bread left from the Passover Meal, and the cup of wine which was used in the observance (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Matthew, Mark and Luke, together with St. Paul, have recorded the words used by Christ in the institution of this sacrament. Here is their composite account: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’”

In this sacrament, Jesus gives us His body with the bread, and His blood with the wine to eat and to drink. The bread is not changed into the body, and the wine is not transformed into His blood. All four elements are present: Bread and body, wine and blood.
Sometimes this is referred to as the “sacramental union” of bread and Christ’s body, of wine and Christ’s blood in the Lord’s Supper. It is also spoken of as the “real presence” of the body and blood of Christ together with the bread and the wine. St. Paul describes it in these words: “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16).

That the bread and body of Christ, the wine and the blood of Christ can be united so intimately in the Lord’s Supper is more than we can humanly understand. It is a miracle. Since Jesus Himself declares it, we do not doubt it. Spiritual things cannot be comprehended by the human mind. We accept and believe them, because God Himself says so in the Bible. Instead of doubting or even questioning the miracle of the Lord’s Supper, we thank God for instituting it for our salvation (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16).

The most important blessing we receive in the Lord’s Supper is the visible pledge that our sins are forgiven. The bread and wine, Christ’s body and blood, are this visible pledge of God’s forgiveness. When we receive the bread, we are reminded: “This is My body which is given for you” (Luke 22:19). When we receive the wine, we have the reminder: “This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you” (Luke 22:20). This visible pledge of God is added assurance of the forgiveness of sins.

The Christian’s faith in Christ is strengthened as He partakes of the Lord’s Supper. “Where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.” With the burden of sin removed, we are enabled by God to live as His children. With Paul, every Christian can declare: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20).

It is imperative that we prepare ourselves for the reception of these blessings in Holy Communion. The Bible tells us: “Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Corinthians 11:28-29). When we prepare to partake of the Lord’s Supper, we should ask ourselves these questions: “Do I sincerely repent of my sins?” “Do I truly believe in Jesus as my one and only Savior?” “Do I sincerely and earnestly intend to lead a better life?” If we, enabled by the Holy Spirit, can answer these questions in the affirmative, we are prepared to come to the Lord’s Supper. Faith in Christ makes us “worthy.” Unbelief makes us unworthy.

In some churches, a special “Preparatory Service” is held. This may be an integral part of the worship service on Communion Sunday. This service consists of an “exhortation,” intended to awaken consciousness of sin and a longing for the Lord’s Supper; it is followed by a joint “public confession” of sins by the worshippers; it is concluded with the “absolution,” the declaration of forgiveness to all who truly repent of their sins in faith in Christ as their only Savior (2 Corinthians 2:10).

Some churches have a short service, before the regular worship service on Communion Sunday, for those planning to partake of the Lord’s Supper. Aside from the “exhortation, confession, and absolution,” such a preparatory service may include a special message by the pastor on the need for repentance and the assurance of forgiveness.

To help us in the preparation of our heart and mind for partaking of the Lord’s Supper, the custom of announcing one’s intention to attend has been introduced. This custom also gives one who plans to partake of the Lord’s Supper an opportunity to confer personally with the pastor. It enables the pastor as the “Shepherd of Souls” to be of help in preparing communicants for a worthy participation (1 Corinthians 11:29; Acts 20:28).

The Bible also speaks of the Lord’s Supper as “communion,” for “in, with, and under” the bread and the wine, we receive the true body and blood of Christ. This is the most intimate communion or fellowship with Christ. It is also an intimate communion or relationship between believers who partake of the Lord’s Supper. “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Thus we are drawn into an intimate relationship with others as we partake of this heavenly feast. It may truly be said; “The family of God meets at the Lord’s Table.”

Although the Lord’s Supper is usually celebrated at the altar in the public worship of the congregation, special “communion” services are also held. This is done when for reasons of old age, ill health, or other exceptional circumstances make it difficult or impossible for the person to attend the public communion service. In such circumstances, the pastor will administer this sacrament privately.

When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He said: “This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:25). In this way, Jesus indicated that He expected His followers to partake of the Lord’s Supper frequently. The more we love Jesus, the more we want to commune with Him. We need this strengthening of our faith and the assurance that our sins are forgiven, as we daily battle with sin and temptation. We want to grow as Christians, permitting the Holy Spirit to employ the Word and the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, the “visible Word.”
In summary, we take note of five important facts concerning the Lord’s Supper: 1. It is a special means by which Christ gives us a personal pledge of the forgiveness of our sins and strengthens our faith in Him; 2. It is a feast of “communion” (fellowship) with Christ; 3. It is a “memorial” feast, reminding us of the crucified and risen Savior; 4. It is a testimony of our faith in Him; 5. It is a “communion” (fellowship) with other believers.

We are Christians, believers in Christ. God expects us to grow in Christian faith and life (Ephesians 2:10). Through the Holy Spirit, we are enabled by means of the Word and Sacraments to grow as Christians (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We may, and we should rely fully on Him alone. “But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.” (2 Thessalonians 3:3; see also 2 Timothy 2:13).

We have the assurance of St. Paul who says: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). Like Paul, we should also sincerely declare: “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14).
+
+
+

WORK SHEET

1. “Once a Christian, always a Christian.”    (  ) True (  ) False

2. God wants us to grow as Christians.    (  ) True (  ) False

3. The Christian can become perfect already in this life.   (  ) True (  ) False
4. Our evil heart and the devil join together to tempt us to sin.   (  ) True (  ) False 
5. “Idleness is the devil’s workshop.”    (  ) True (  ) False

6. Private confession is our Christian privilege.    (  ) True (  ) False

7. To study and to know God’s Word helps us to fight temptation.   
(  ) True (  ) False 
8. Check the correct statement:

(  ) The Lord’s Supper is only an ancient custom of the church.

(  ) The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus Christ.

9. In the Lord’s Supper, we receive (Check correct statement)

(  ) only the body and blood of Christ,

(  ) the bread and body of Christ, the wine and blood of Christ.

(  ) only the bread and the wine.

10.
The Lord’s Supper is Christ’s personal pledge that our sins are forgiven.    

(  ) True (  ) False

11. Unbelief makes us unworthy to receive the Lord’s Supper.

(  ) True (  ) Fake

12. All who partake of the Lord’s Supper receive Christ’s body and blood.

(  ) True (  ) False

13. By attending the Lord’s Supper, we confess our faith in Christ and His promises. 
(  ) True (  ) False

14. Because of its blessings, we will want to partake of the Lord’s Supper frequently. 

(  ) True (  ) False

15. The Lord’s Supper is an effective means to enable us to grow as Christians. 
(  ) True (  ) False
CHAPTER VIII

… ABOUT OUR CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGES

“ For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:14-17). As children of God and “joint-heirs with Christ,” God grants us many special and priceless privileges. Let’s consider some of them.

To worship God “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) is one of the greatest privileges we have. St. Paul writes: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” (Colossians 3:16). This privilege of worship has already been considered in Chapter V What The Bible Says About Becoming A Christian. 

We have also considered studying God’s Word in greater detail. Not only is it necessary to maintain our Christian faith and life, but it is also a wonderful privilege. We become more intimately acquainted with God; God blesses us with divine peace and happiness. Through a careful study of the Bible, we grow in the ability to speak confidently and convincingly about Christ to others (1 Peter 3:15; John 5:39; Luke 11:28).

“In Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27). Paul describes Holy Baptism and its blessings further: “Not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:5-6). (Review the section on “Holy Baptism” in V. What The Bible Says About Becoming A Christian.)

Christ also offers us the privilege of being His guests at the Lord’s Supper. He invites us: “Take, eat; this is My body . . . Drink of it, all of you for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28). What an honor and what a privilege it is to be invited as a guest to the banquet of salvation of which Christ Himself is the host! “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16). (Review the section on the “Lord’s Supper” in VII. What The Bible Says About Growing As A Christian.)

It is also a privilege to use our time, abilities, and earthly possessions in the service of God and His church. Chapter VI. What The Bible Says About The Christian Church presented this privilege of “Christian stewardship” in connection with the duties of church membership. Some people think of it primarily as an obligation. Paul says: “It is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:2). It is certainly a great responsibility, but it also a wonderful privilege. 
The opportunity to work with Christ and for Christ is a great honor. We are privileged to work side-by-side with Christ, and to use in His service the gifts He gives us in such great abundance (read Matthew 25:14-40; John 15:1-16). Actually, we are “laborers together with God” (1 Corinthians 3:9). Our homes, our local church, and our community offer us many opportunities for such service.

Closely related to the privilege of giving of our time and abilities in the service of God is the privilege of sharing our material blessings. “Freely you received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8 NASB). We are reminded that all things are from God (1 Corinthians 4:7), to whom everything belongs (Psalms 24:1; 50:10; Haggai 2:8). St. Paul reminds us to share these blessings regularly, “as God has prospered” us (1 Corinthians 16:2). God has promised to abundantly bless those who exercise this privilege cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) and proportionately (Malachi 3:10).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT PRAYER
Another of our great Christian privileges is prayer. Prayer is talking with God. Prayer is conversation between God and the Christian, between the Heavenly Father and His children. “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). In fact, Paul’s exhortation, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17), refers to the prayerful attitude of the heart. This means that we may share, as we experience them, our thoughts, our joys, and our sorrows without actually expressing them with our lips. It means that we are in constant touch with God.

We pray to the True God, the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Only He can hear our prayer, and only He can answer. People all over the world over their offers prayers to many gods — idols of wood, stone, living plants and creatures, statues, saints, etc., however, only those prayers offered to the True God are heard. Any other prayer to the living or dead, the animate or inanimate, are not true prayers and are unanswered (Isaiah 63:10; 42:8; Romans 1:22-23; Leviticus 26:1; Psalm 115:3-7; 65:2; 118:8; John 5:23; Philippians 3:19).

Not only must we know to whom we pray, but we must also know how to approach the one true God. We are to pray in Jesus name. Without Christ, we have no right to approach God in prayer. Without Jesus, we could not speak to God, and we would not be His children, but only His enemies. Jesus suffered and died as our substitute, and we, through the Holy Spirit’s work have become God’s children. We now have the wonderful privilege of speaking to God in prayer. Christ offers His promise to give: “whatever you ask the Father in my name” (John 15:16). (Read also John 16:23; 14:13; Acts 3:6; 16:18; Ephesians 5:20).

We pray in Jesus’ name, trusting that God will hear us. James warns us: “Let him ask in faith, with no doubting, ... For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord” (James 1:6-7; see also Matthew 21:22).

As Jesus in Gethsemane prayed, “Not My will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42), so we should pray that God’s will be done. Often what we think that God should do for us may not be in accord with His will. Always place all things in His hands. When St. Paul asked God to remove his “thorn in the flesh,” God told him: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). John says: “And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He hears us” (1 John 5:14).

We also should pray thoughtfully and reverently. It is not how often we pray, but how we pray that counts. “When ye pray,” Christ said, “do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words” (Matthew 6:7).

We pray because we are invited and encouraged by God to do so: “Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me” (Psalm 50:15). Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7-8). God wants us to share our joys and sorrows with Him. He answers every Christian prayer, but in His own time and manner (2 Corinthians 12:8-10; Isaiah 55:8-9).

In prayer, we also thank God and praise His holy name. Jesus lamented the fact that only one of the Ten Lepers whom He had healed, returned to thank Him (Luke 17:17-18). God expects us to thank Him for His bountiful blessings (Psalm 100:4; 107:22; 150; Colossians 1:12; 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:18); and to praise Him for all that He is and does (Psalm 9:11; 33:2; 67:3; 145; Isaiah 42:12; Hebrews 13:15).

God expects us to pray for ourselves and our own needs. In our prayers, we also are to remember the needs of others. St. Paul says: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). We pray for the church and her world-wide mission. Our prayers are to include also those who may be unfriendly, yes, even hostile toward is (Matthew 5:44), like Stephen who followed the example of Jesus and prayed for those who were stoning him (Acts 7:60; Luke 23:34).

We can pray anywhere, at any time. “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Wherever we are and whatever we are doing, we are to be in constant touch with God (1 Timothy 2:8).

We also pray at regular times. We open and close our day with prayer. We say “grace” at meal-time, asking God to bless our food and thanking for it (Psalm 106:1; 145:15-16; Luke 22:19; 24:30). We may pray in private (Matthew 6:6); we pray with our family in our daily devotions.

(Perhaps the best time for family devotions is after the evening meal. This is a source of great strength for the family, for husband and wife. See Appendix 1: Family Worship.) We pray also in public. It is an important part of our public worship (Psalm 26:12; Acts 1:14; 2:42). We open and close various meetings at church with prayer.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE LORD’S PRAYER
To help us in employing this great privilege of prayer, Jesus has given us the most excellent of all prayers, “The Lord’s Prayer.” It is to serve as a “model for all our prayers, for it was given in answer to His disciples’ request: “Lord, teach us to pray” (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4).

The Lord’s Prayer is the ideal prayer for God’s children, because it includes everything we might desire to ask of Him. It emphasizes especially the needs of our soul; it also gives us an appropriate form for addressing God. 

In this greatest of prayers, Jesus teaches us to speak to God as “our Father.” “God hereby tenderly encourages us to believe that He is truly our Father, and that we are truly His children, so that we may boldly and confidently come to Him in prayer.” (Luther. See also Romans 8:14-17; Ephesians 2:18.)

We may divide the Lord’s Prayer into seven “petitions” or requests. The first is: “Hallowed be Thy name.” In this petition, we ask God to give us the grace to realize the holiness of His name, as we use it in our prayers and express it by the life we live. We are to worship God with our whole heart and mind (Matthew 22:37). We pray God that, through the work of the Holy Spirit, our whole life will add to the glory of His holy name, mindful that Jesus said: “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works, and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). We also ask God that His Word, by which His name is made known, will always be taught in its truth and purity (John 17:17; Romans 2:23-24).

The second petition asks God: “Thy kingdom come,” The kingdom of God means His rule in the hearts of people everywhere. We pray that God will make our hearts truly His and will keep us in His kingdom. We ask God to give us the love and zeal to be truly Christ’s witnesses (Acts 1:8), to speak to others of Jesus and His great love. We also ask Him to open our hearts and hands, so that the world-wide work of the church will be supported by our prayers and our generous gifts. God reminds us that promoting His kingdom is our personal responsibility (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; see also Matthew 7:20-21; 9:38; Romans 14:17; Revelation 11:15).

In the third petition we pray: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Gods will is being done in heaven. We ask God that His will be done also among us and by us. For Christ’s sake, we ask Him through the Holy Spirit to enable us to do His will. Like Christ, we should pray daily: “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

To do God’s will is our high calling in Christ Jesus. St. Paul says, “Our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20). We are to live as citizens of heaven, asking God to strengthen us in our struggle against those (the devil, the world and its wickedness, our evil heart) who would seek our spiritual downfall. Paul urges us: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2; see also Philippians 1:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Ephesians 2:10).

The first three petitions deal with the needs of our soul. In the fourth, Jesus teaches us to pray also for the needs of the body: Give us this day our daily bread. As our heavenly Father, God knows what we need for this body and life, summarized under the term “daily bread.” God provides these blessings even to the wicked (Matthew 5:45). But we pray that He would lead us to acknowledge these things as His gifts, so that we rely on Him and thank Him for them. As God’s children, we work and plan, but do not worry; we trust that God will take care of us. We are content with what He gives us (1 Timothy 6:6-8; Matthew 6:25ff.; Psalm 127:2; Luke 12:22ff.; Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter 5:7). In providing for our needs, God gives us time and abilities; He gives us opportunities to use them to earn our livelihood.
In the fifth petition, we are confronted by our greatest need as we pray: “Forgive us our trespasses.” We are conscious of only some of our many sins. The Psalmist pleads: “Who can understand his errors: Cleanse Thou me from secret faults” (Psalm 19:12). God has promised to forgive all our sins, for Christ’s sake, if we are truly sorry for them, confess them, and ask His forgiveness. We find the words of John comforting: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). (Philippians 3:12; Psalm 86:5; 103:2-3; 8-14.)

But there is a promise which we also make as we pray this petition, adding: “As we forgive those who trespass against us.” This has been called the “dangerous petition.” We ask God to treat us in the same way in which we treat those who have sinned against us. If we have not forgiven others, we dare not pray this petition. God says: “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses” (Mark 11:25. See also Matthew 5:23-26; 18-21:35; Luke 23:34; John 7.)

In the sixth petition, we pray: “And lead us not into temptation.” Luther writes: “God indeed tempts no one to sin; but we pray in this petition that God would so guard and preserve us, that the devil, the world, and our own flesh may not deceive us, nor lead us into error and unbelief, despair, and other great and shameful sins; but that when so tempted we may finally prevail and gain the victory” (Luther).

It is evident that our battle against the enemies of our soul will never end until we are called out of this world into heaven. But God assures us: “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). See also Hebrews 4:15; James 1:13-14.

In the final petition, we pray: “But deliver us from evil.” “We pray in this petition, as in a summary, that our Father in heaven would deliver us from every evil of body and soul, property or reputation, and finally, when our last hour has come, grant us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this world of sorrows to Himself in heaven” (Martin Luther).

Evil is all around us. The Evil One (devil) is constantly trying to make us again slaves of sin, causing us to doubt God and His promises. We need a greater power than our own to fight victoriously against the devil and his allies. That power is the grace of God and the love of Christ. We also pray in this petition that God would enable us to remain steadfast in faith, despite any trials or troubles that may afflict us. Relying on God’s grace, and not trusting in our own power we can say with Paul: “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18). (Luke 2:29-32; Acts 14:22; 1 Peter 1:6-7; Hebrews 12:6.)

The Lord’s Prayer concludes with the doxology: “For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.” It is the precious ending of a precious prayer. Our Father in heaven is the all-powerful and all-glorious King of heaven and earth. He can and will do whatever He has promised. We are safe in His hands.

David prayed: “Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: "Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.” (1 Chronicles 29:10-13). 
At the end of the Lord’s Prayer, as at the end of all our prayers, we add the word: “Amen,” This old Hebrew word is the response of the believers of all times to the promises of God. It means: “This is most certainly true.” We speak it to confess our faith that God can and will keep His promises. We come to Him, confident that God can and will hear our prayers. “For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.” (2 Corinthians 1:20) See also James 1:6.
There remains within every child of God the “old man” (our evil heart) as the Bible calls him (Romans 7:18; Ephesians 4:22). He seeks to dampen the ardor of prayer, and is determined to silence the voice of prayer completely. To counteract our sinful heart, the Holy Spirit encourages us to make frequent use of our Christian privilege by reminding us that God not only is willing to hear our prayers, but actually has commanded us to call upon Him at all times and in all places (Psalm 50:15; 37:5; 1 Peter 5:7).

“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (James 5:16). “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8).

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:23-24).

Our Heavenly Father considers our requests, as a parent considers the request of a child, knowing what is best for us. God knows when and how to answer our prayer; He does this at the best time and in the best way. When St. Paul asked God to remove a “thorn in his flesh” (a physical weakness of some kind), God told him: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). God alone knows what is best for us; He answers our prayers accordingly (Isaiah 55:8). Therefore, we come to Him in prayer, without hesitation and without doubt or fear. “What a privilege it is to carry everything to God in prayer!”
Appendix 1: FAMILY DEVOTIONS

One of the great privileges which we have is that of family worship. Along with praying together as a family, this generally includes reading the Bible (or Bible storybook), and singing songs and hymns together (Colossians 3:16). Other names for family worship are “family prayer”, “family devotions”, “family altar”.

Moses impressed upon the Children of Israel, the importance and value of family worship. “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). Centuries later, Paul wrote Timothy: “and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings” (2 Timothy 3:15). Paul speaks with warmth of Timothy’s mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois, to whom Timothy owed his early training in the Word of God. He speaks to Timothy of the blessing that this training has been for him.

Family worship is a source of great strength for the family. “The family that prays together, stays together.” To study the Bible together, to pray together, and to sing songs and hymns together proves a great blessing to the home and all of its members.

In the case of a family with smaller children, it would be well to use a Bible story book in simple English. A variety of such books are readily available. For families with older children, reading from the Bible is much better. Let them share in the privilege of reading from the Bible in the family circle. To read, to discuss, and to apply the meaning of the story or section to life, to the needs of the family and its individual members, makes such a joint study a great blessing. It happens so often that the story has meaning in terms of the experiences of the day.

Prayers may be read from prayer books. Prayers may also be spoken by father or mother or some other member of the family, making reference to the Bible reading or story, and to the needs of the family. This makes family worship a very personal experience.

Many families include a song or a hymn as part of the family worship. To sing together the songs that the children learn in Sunday School and the hymns we sing in church gives added richness and blessing to our family worship experience.

Many families have found that the best time for family worship is after the evening meal. In addition, many have a brief Scripture or devotional reading either just before or right after breakfast in the morning. To begin and end the day with God as a family brings with it special blessings.
Appendix 2: THE STRUCTURE OF PRAYER

When we pray, we tell God what we have on our heart. Such prayer may be expressed in words or remain unexpressed. Some structure may be also be used when we pray, and may include expressions in a pattern: address, praise, thanks, confession, petition, and intercession. The following sample prayer has the pattern indicated:

Gracious, heavenly Father (to whom addressed), who shows us unending love and mercy (praise), we thank you that You have given us Your Word (thanks), and we confess that we have often neglected it (confession). Forgive us for our neglect and move us to delight in Your Word. We ask You to bless the Word in the hearts of all people every where that it may produce the fruits of faith in Christian lives (petition and intercession). We ask this for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
+
+
+

WORK SHEET
1. Because we are His children, God grants us many privileges. 
(  ) True (  ) False
2. Prayer is speaking with God.    (  ) True (  ) False 
3. True prayer means that we pray to the Triune God.   (  ) True (  ) False

4. We can pray to God only because of what Christ has done for us. 
(  ) True (  ) False

5. To “pray without ceasing” means _____________________________________.
6. When we pray for blessings of the body, we always add ____________________
     ________________________________________________________________
7. God wants us to pray.    (  ) True (  ) False

8. We may pray just in case God might hear us.    (  ) True (  ) False
9. List several reasons why we pray: _____________________________________
10. We pray not only for ourselves, but also for others.    (  ) True (  ) False
11. We “hallow God’s name” by leading a godly life according to His Word.
(  ) True (  ) False
12. God wants us to be active in extending His kingdom.   (  ) True (  ) False
13. List what you understand under “daily bread”: ___________________________
14. God forgives us our sins even though we may not forgive the sins of others. 
(  ) True (  ) False

15. Our evil flesh allies itself with Satan to tempt us to sin.    (  ) True (  ) False

16. God enables us to withstand evil.   (  ) True (  ) False

If you have not begun family devotions in your home, begin now. Ask your pastor, elder, or small group leader to help you to get started. 
CHAPTER IX

ABOUT OUR CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITIES

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT CHRISTIAN GROWTH
In describing the life of the Christian, St. Paul writes: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Christ lives within us; we are God’s temple (1 Corinthians 6:19). Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we are to “grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ” (Ephesians 4:15). We live and grow in the soil of God’s grace. 
And so we “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). “And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all, even as we do toward you” (1 Thessalonians 3:12). He causes us to grow “… to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). Leading a truly Christian life is possible only for those who are in union with the Savior. He has reminded us: “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Therefore, St. Paul asserts: “I can do all things through him [Christ] who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 
This faith in Christ has become ours as a gift of God’s grace through His Word. Faith in Jesus Christ must be strengthened each day. Jesus reminds us: “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples” (John 8:31). Again He says: “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me” (John 5:39).

We are to read and meditate on God’s Word at home. The use of devotional helps is to be encouraged, so that there may be a systematic and regular study of the Holy Scriptures each day with other members of the family. Family devotions are a source of great strength and growth for our Christian faith. Such study of God’s Word dare not be neglected if one wishes to grow in grace and spiritual wisdom.

In addition to such daily devotions, it is well for us to study the Bible with others, as, for instance, in an adult Bible class. We gain much from such joint study and discussion of God’s Word. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). Bible study fellowships are a source of great power and strength for its members and for the local congregation.

And, of course, the Christian, concerned about the welfare of his soul, will welcome every opportunity to join with fellow Christians in public worship. Not only will one hear the Word of God for the nourishment of his soul, but the Christian will also participate in the worship of the triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, exercising his faith in, and his love for God.

While it is eternally true that we are not saved by our Christian way of life, it is equally true that a faith which does not produce good fruits is not the true saving faith. St. Paul points out: “For we are his (God’s) workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). Jesus said: “You will recognize them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:20; see also John 15:16; James 2:17; Luke 13:6-9). In the “Sermon on the Mount”, Jesus tells us what the fruits of saving faith should be (read Matthew 5:1—7:29).

In this great sermon on the Christian life, Jesus points out that the first sign of the new life is the right attitude of the heart. Jesus calls all those who have this right attitude “blessed.” They enjoy God’s comforting presence in all situations in life (Matthew 5:3-12).

Placed into a sinful world, the Christian is to exercise the function of salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16). His way of life influences others. This is part of the Christian’s genuine and sincere service to God. True worship of God is in spirit and in truth. This spirit reflects itself in all we do in gratitude for the Lord and His church. Jesus closes His Sermon on the Mount with the parable of the “house built upon the sand” (Matthew 7:24-27). He expects true piety from His followers: Not mere pious talk and promises, but an actual doing of God’s will.

In the light of Christ’s own words, James speaks of the same need for faith to bring forth good fruits, if it is to be regarded as true Christian faith: “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22). “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17). “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?” (James 2:19-20). “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:26).

Another of Christ’s disciples reminds us: “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:6-7). 
Jesus reminds us: “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5). We receive our nourishment from Christ, the vine. Through Christ, the vine, we, the branches, are enabled to bear fruit. To bear fruit means that we follow His example and seek to walk in God’s way and do His will.
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD GOD
The very fact that God is holy: hating sin, punishing and condemning the transgressors of His will, ought in itself to move man to do His will. He says: “I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me” (Exodus 20:5). 
Yet we Christians have a higher motive for doing God’s will. It is not because we fear His punishments, but it is out of love and gratitude for His great goodness and mercy that we would serve Him. Only loving obedience is truly pleasing to God.

Too often we are content with a mere outward conformance to God’s will, seeking to escape His wrath and punishment. It is then that the Holy Spirit reminds us: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment” (Matthew 22:37-38). “Love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10).

The Holy Spirit also shows us how we may prove our love to God. He reminds us of the Ten Commandments, given by God to Israel on Mt. Sinai. (For further details refer to Chapter III: What The Bible Says About Sin And Its Consequences.) These commandments are applicable to present day Christians according to Christ’s interpretation of them in His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). They serve as our guide in the recognition of our Christian responsibilities.

Above the Law of God is written in bold, unmistakable letters: I am the Lord your God. He is our Heavenly Father: He has created us. He provides for our every need. He protects us, guards and keeps us from evil. He is our Redeemer: Through His Son, Jesus Christ, we have been redeemed from sin, death and the power of the devil. He is our Sanctifier: Through the Holy Spirit, we have been brought to faith in Christ; we are preserved and strengthened in that faith, so that we may in the end leave this world to live with Him forever. God has every right to give us these commandments. He expects us to keep them out of love and gratitude for all that He has done, is doing, and promises to do for us. “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

The first commandments show us how we are to express our love by our attitude toward God Himself. “You shall have no other gods before me,” He says. This means that “we should fear, love and trust in God above all things.” God has the priority! By “fear” we mean “respect, awe, reverence.” It is not the kind of fear which a slave experiences under the hand of a cruel master, but it is the kind of loving respect and awe that a child feels in relation to his loving father.

We should love God above all things. “God is love; and he that dwells in love dwells in God, and God in him . . . There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear . . . We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:16-19).

We should trust God above all things because He “is faithful” (1 Corinthians 1:9). He never breaks His promises. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not to your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).

If we respect and love God, we will not misuse His name. We will use it only for the purposes intended. We will use it in prayer and worship. (Read Psalm 111:9; 103:1; 19:14; 115: Malachi 1:11; Isaiah 42:8).

We will proclaim God’s name to all men, as did Paul, of whom the Lord said: He will “bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). It is our sacred duty to be His witnesses — showing in word and deed what it means to be a Christian.

By means of our God-given time, talents, and treasures God expects us to support this work of His church. It is our privilege and our responsibility to share our Christian faith with others. Through our local church and in our community, Christ offers us many opportunities to be “laborers together with God” (1 Corinthians 3:9). (For more details we refer you to the paragraphs on “Duties of Church Membership” in Chapter Six: What The Bible Says About The Christian Church.)

If we respect and love God, we will show the same respect and love for His Word. Like the Christians of Berea, we will receive God’s Word “with all readiness of mind” (Acts 17:10-12). We will “search the Scriptures” daily (John 5:39). This will also move us to worship God regularly.

In the Old Testament the seventh day of the week, known as “The Sabbath Day”, was the designated day for rest and worship. In the New Testament times in which we are living the first day of the week, “Sunday,” has been chosen by Christians as their day for rest from labor and for public worship of God. This day was chosen as a weekly reminder of the fact that “on the first day of the week” (Luke 24:1) Christ arose from the dead as victor over death and the grave. Of course, every day is “holy” unto the Lord, and we worship Him daily. But it is our Christian responsibility to worship the Lord in public with fellow Christians as regularly as we can: “not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another” (Hebrews 10:25). (Read also Acts 20:7; Revelation 1:10.)
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT OUR RESPONSIBILITIES
The Ten Commandments continue by showing us the duty we have toward our fellowmen. Jesus not only said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment”; but He also added: “And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40).

Christ placed this “Second Commandment of the Law” (or Second Table of the Law) on a yet higher plane when He declared: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you” (John 13:34). This love is to include even those who may be hostile toward us (Matthew 5:44-45).

Those closest to us are those living in the same household: husbands, wives, children, fathers, mothers, relatives. We are to love and respect our parents (Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 23:22; Ephesians 6:2). Husbands and wives are to love and honor each other. St. Paul uses the picture of the relationship between Christ and the church to demonstrate such love and honor (Ephesians 5:22-33).

The relation between husband and wife is to be governed by consecrated love. Paul speaks both of the love and respect Christian husbands and wives have for each other. (Read Ephesians 23-33) A Christian marriage and family is “a little bit of heaven” here on earth. (See Matthew 19:5-6, 9; 1 Corinthians 7:15.)

God blesses homes with children. “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:3). To love children is human, but only when it is consecrated by the Spirit of God is it Christian love. How fortunate is the child that has a Christian father and mother and thus lives within an atmosphere of true Christian love! How blessed are the parents who accept and fulfill their God-given responsibilities!

The most sacred obligation of parents is to bring up their children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (read Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:5-9). To set a good Christian example for the children to follow is the best way to do this. God says: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Paul reminds Timothy of the excellent example set for him by his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois (2 Timothy 1:5). The fact that children are a reflection of their parents underlines the need to set the best example in word and deed.

The example of the parents in every phase of life is very important: their fairness and justice, their thoughtfulness and understanding, the way in which they deal with others. Daily family devotions and regular church attendance teach children the importance of worshiping God regularly. For parents to come with their children to Sunday School and attend the Bible class leaves a lasting impression. For parents to take an active part in the work of the church is a living lesson in Christian stewardship.
The commandment of love includes our attitude towards “superiors” — those who serve us in spiritual and material things. This includes pastors, teachers, magistrates, officials in local, national, and world government. “We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work” (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching” (1 Timothy 5:17). “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17).

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God” (Romans 13:1). “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (1 Timothy 2:1-2; read also Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14). Only when those who serve us act contrary to the will of God may we refuse them honor and obedience, for “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
In every respect we as Christians remember that we are our “brother’s keeper” (Genesis 4:9). We render assistance wherever we can (Matthew 25:31-46). Paul reminds us: “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others” (Philippians 2:4). We should always be willing to share, and to help our neighbor protect that which is his (1 Peter 4:10; James 1:27; 2 Corinthians 9:6; 1 John 3:17; Galatians 6:10).

Such concern for each other’s mutual well-being is especially important in the relationship which exists between employers and employees. Although Paul was writing to laborers who did not enjoy the advantages and privileges which labor now enjoys, yet the advice which he gave to both employers and employees is still helpful in our day. Both should observe the Christian principles which he presents.

“… obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ,  not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,  rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man,  knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.  Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him” (Ephesians 6:5-9). “Masters [employers], treat your slaves [employees] justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven” (Colossians 4:1).

We may summarize the Christian principles which are to characterize our “work” relationships as follows: For employers: “Be fair and just in your dealings with your employees”; “be sure that your wages are fair and adequate. For employees: “Be fair and just in your dealings with your fellow- workers, as well as with your employer”; “give a full day’s work for a full day’s pay”.

Honesty is not only the “best policy,” it is also God’s will. Honesty characterizes the Christian’s dealings with each other. We are honest in what we say; this rules out the “social” lies (Ephesians 4:25). We are honest in what we do; we are honest in our dealings with others. We avoid anything which is not genuinely honest Luke reminds us: “Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).

Honesty and love should move us to protect our neighbor’s good reputation. A good name is a precious possession (Proverbs 22:1; Ecclesiastes 7:1). It is our Christian responsibility to help our neighbor keep and improve his good name and reputation wherever possible (1 Corinthians 13:7; Psalm 50:19-22; 1 Peter 4:8; Proverbs 31:8-9). James especially warns us against the sins of the tongue (James 3). Love should characterize our words and thoughts at all times (1 Peter 4:8; Zachariah 8:17).

“You shall not covet!” We are to remember this throughout life: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his man-servant, or his maid-servant, or his cattle, or anything that is your neighbor’s” (Exodus 20:17). 
What does it mean to “covet”? Coveting is yearning for something which is not ours, and scheming how we may take hold of it, by methods which may on the surface appear to be “legal,” but which in the eyes of the all-seeing and all-knowing God are sinful (James 1:14-15). 
Like all other sins, coveting begins in the heart. Coveting must be controlled by the power of the Holy Spirit working within us. In view of the many luxuries of our age and the desire to “keep up with the Joneses,” there is urgent need that we are ever on the alert against the temptation of coveting. (See 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Psalm 139:1-4; Galatians 5:24; Romans 6:12)

For a God-pleasing life, it is basic and important that the heart be kept clean and pure. By nature we are “… like one who is inwardly calculating. ‘Eat and drink!’ he says to you, but his heart is not with you” (Proverbs 23:7). “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life” (Proverbs 4:23). “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). We can keep our hearts pure only with the help of God. Therefore, we must pray daily “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10; read also Psalm 139:1-4; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
Jesus fulfilled all the commandments perfectly. He left us His example to follow. The more we love God and the more grateful we are for His gifts and blessings, the more we will seek, enabled by Him, to live up to our Christian responsibilities. (1 Peter 2:21ff.; 2 Corinthians 3:18).
+
+
+

WORK SHEET

1. A Christian faith without Christian life is impossible.   (  ) True (  ) False

2. To live our faith, we need to be nourished and strengthened by Jesus and His Word.   (  ) True (  ) False
3. We strive to live a Christian life, because it helps us to be saved.
(  ) True (  ) False

4. The Ten Commandments guide us in Christian living.   (  ) True (  ) False

5. The word
________________ best describes the attitude we as Christians should have over against God and our fellowmen.
6. God is not concerned about having the first place in our lives.   
(  ) True (  ) False

7. “To fear” God means that we have reverent awe and respect for Him. 

(  ) True (  ) False

8. We keep Gods name holy by living a Christian life.   (  ) True (  ) False

9. “We should love our neighbor _______________________________________.”
10. The example of parents is unimportant in the training of the children.
(  ) True (  ) False

11. We owe ministers and teachers respect and honor as Gods representatives.

(  ) True (  ) False

12. A minister must give God an accounting for the souls under his care. 

(  ) True (  ) False

13. A Christian is obedient to his government regardless of its demands. 
(  ) True (  ) False

14. To keep our heart pure is one of the great requirements of the Christian life.

(  ) True (  ) False

15. A Christian employee need not give a full days work for a full day’s pay.

(  ) True (  ) False

16. A Christian employer strives to be fair with his employees. 
(  ) True (  ) False

17. A Christian may indulge in the so-called “social lies.”   (  ) True (  ) False

18. The Christian speaks the truth in love at all times.       (  ) True (  ) False

19. The Christian is content with whatever earthly possessions God gives him.

(  ) True (  ) False

20. Christians of themselves are able to fulfill their Christian responsibilities. 
(  ) True (  ) False

21. Check on how you spend your time — There are 168 hours in a week. — How much time do you spend with and for God? What can you do to improve in prioritizing Christ in your schedule?
CHAPTER X

...ABOUT DEATH AND ETERNITY

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE COMING OF DEATH INTO THE WORLD
Everything created by God was perfect. When He viewed His creation, He saw “it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). This included man, the crown of His creation. God created him in “His own image”; God made man a perfect being, “created in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). 
Man rebelled against God by eating of the forbidden fruit. Thereby, sin, with all its far-reaching results, came into the world, and destroyed the perfection of God’s creation. As a result, man became a slave of sin; misfortune, sickness and death came on all mankind (John 8:34; Genesis 3).

“ Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). Sin separated man from God, the source of life. Man’s body was condemned to return again to the ground from which it had been taken. “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19; see also Psalm 90:10; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Hebrews 9:27). Sin separated man’s soul from God and plunged him into spiritual death (Isaiah 59:2; Ephesians 2:1-3). The end result of spiritual death is eternal death, the eternal separation of man from God (1 Peter 3:19-20; Luke 16:22-26). “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).

Thank God that Paul could continue: “. . . but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). If God had not intervened, all men would have been hopelessly lost in sin, and eternally separated from God. However, as we have already considered in detail (Chapter Four: “What the Bible Says About the Redemption of Man”): “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:16-17. See also Ephesians 2:7; Psalm 130:8).

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison” (1 Peter 3:18-19). “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him” (Colossians 2:15). In this way, Jesus gained victory over sin, death, and the devil.

So with Paul, we can declare: “’O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55-57).
Christ offers this victory over sin and death freely to all, but only by accepting it in faith, as a free gift of God’s grace, does it become ours (Ephesians 2:1-9). “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. … Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God” (John 3:16-18).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT TROUBLE
We do not escape trouble and sorrow by accepting Christ in faith and living in close relationship with Him. The Scriptures as well as the experiences of all Christians bear this out. Christ said: “In the world you will have tribulation” (John 16:33). Paul told the Christians of Galatia: ”Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). The redeemed who stand clothed in white robes before the throne of God in heaven are those “coming out of the great tribulation” (Revelation 7:14).

Jesus clearly foretold that following Him would not be easy. How could it be otherwise? “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Matthew 10:24). Jesus said: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34; see also Luke 9:23; John 16:33). The Christian is to bear his cross with patience. In the strictest sense of the term, when we speak of the “cross”, we are referring to the trials that the Christian endures, because he is a Christian. In its broader sense, the term “cross” is used also for the other afflictions of life.

Some Christians seem to be afflicted with more of life’s burdens than others. Why should this be so? Is not the Almighty God their Father? Is not Christ, who is seated at the right hand of God Lord? Is God too weak to ward off evil? Has He no feeling of sympathy and concern for His children here on earth? 
God permits afflictions to come into our life, because by these means He can draw us closer to Himself. They spur us on, guide and help us forward on the way of holiness (read Hebrews 12:6-11). Under the cross of affliction, the Christian’s faith becomes stronger, and his hope bums more brightly (Romans 5:3-5). Under the burden of the cross, we learn to depend on the Lord instead of relying on our own strength. We learn to pray sincerely, to grow calm and patient, and to wait for Him to deliver us.

When precious metals are taken out of the ground, they are imbedded in impurities. The fires of the refiner’s furnace remove the slag, so that only precious metal remains. Crosses and trials are the refiner’s furnace by which God seeks to purify us from sin, and to transform us more and more into the image of His Son (1 Peter 1:3-9; Isaiah 48:10). It is not because God is angry with us, but because He loves us that He permits us to be tried in this way (Proverbs 3:11-12). This fact may often be hard for us to understand and appreciate.

The Holy Spirit helps us to see the gracious purposes of God’s love even in the middle of afflictions and trials. Jesus told His disciples: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The Holy Spirit assures us that “for those who love God all things work together for good” (Romans 8:28). He reveals how even our crosses are evidences of God’s love for His children (Hebrews 12:4-13).

The most comforting of all assurances is the certainty of the daily forgiveness of sin. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1; see also Psalm 130:7.8; Romans 8:34; Isaiah 1:18). The Holy Spirit assures us that we are God’s children (Romans 8:14-16). Through Word and Sacrament, He constantly strengthens us (Isaiah 40:29-31). The Holy Spirit reminds us that God does not desire the death of the wicked but desires all people to be saved (Ezekiel 33:11; 18:32; 1 Timothy 2:4).

In sickness, we make prayerful use of the God-given means of healing that are at hand (medical sciences), and wait for God to help us in His own way and in His own time (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). We should never lose faith even if God in His wisdom does not restore bodily strength and former happiness. He points to the experiences of Jesus, who, though He might have lived in the joys of heaven, willingly took on Himself the cross and its shame (Hebrews 12:2-3), in order that in the end He might have even greater honor and glory (Philippians 2:5-11).

The Holy Spirit also comforts and strengthens us through life’s trials and tribulations by pointing to the time when all these troubles will have come to an end for the Christian. God promises to His children: “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). In eternity, we will see that the very suffering of this present time were the means God used to lead us to eternal glory with Him (Romans 8:18).

Therefore, the Christian feels like Paul, “having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better” (Philippians 1:23). In the hour of death, the Holy Spirit comes to the aid of the Christian, enables him to overcome the foe, and gain the final victory. In the hour of death, Jesus the Good Shepherd is near, guarding the believing soul from being taken from Him. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28). Assured of God’s presence, David could write: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:4-5).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT DEATH AND THE HEREAFTER
When God created man, He made his body out of the dust of the earth; then, in a second act, He “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature [or soul]” (Genesis 2:7). At death the soul is again separated from the body. “The dust returns to the earth as it was” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). This is in consequence of man’s sin (Genesis 3:19). The body dies and is placed into the ground, but the soul lives on: “The spirit returns to God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7; see also John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15).

The Christian knows that his soul enters into eternal fellowship with God at the moment of death (Job 19:25-27; John 11:24-26). This assurance is based on the words of Christ Himself. To the dying, repentant thief on the cross He said: “Today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). To Martha, mourning the death of her brother Lazarus, Jesus spoke these words of comfort and assurance: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,  and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die” (John 11:25-26). In the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, Jesus said that the angels carried Lazarus to “Abraham’s side” (heaven; Luke 16:22).

What happens to the body and soul of the unbeliever? Like that of the believer, the unbeliever’s body is buried and returns to dust. The soul of the unbeliever also lives on. But his soul, instead of returning to its Creator in heaven, goes to its eternal doom. “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). This fact is seen in the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. “The rich man also died and was buried,  and in Hades [or hell], being in torment ...” (Luke 16:21-23; read all of the story). Furthermore, Jesus said: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). There is no second chance after death. God’s judgment is final.

On the Judgment Day, man’s body and soul will again be reunited for eternity. The body is as truly a part of man as is his soul. Already the Old Testament affirms the resurrection of the body (Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2). Job confessed it (Job 19:25-27). In the New Testament, Jesus expressly states: “An hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-29). 

All men of all ages, the unbelievers as well as the believers, will be summoned before the judgment seat of Christ. “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, … Before him will be gathered all the nations” (Matthew 25:31-32). “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” (2 Corinthians 5:10).

There can be no doubt of Christ’s return. He spoke of it in parables (Luke 19:11-27; Matthew 25:14-30); in His last discourses (Matthew 24:29-25:46; Mark 13; Luke 21:7-30); and under oath in the court of Caiaphas (Matthew 26:64). At His ascension, the disciples were told: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). With Christ’s return, the history of the present world will come to an end (Matthew 28:20; John 6:39, 44; 11:24; 12:48; 2 Peter 3:10). This takes place on Judgment Day. 
Works which result from faith are the criterion for the final judgment. Consequently, faith saves. “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36).

Christ will refer to the fruits of faith or the lack of them in pronouncing judgment (Matthew 25:31-46). Those whose faith was mere lip-service will be told to depart from Christ. Those whose faith was sincere will inherit the “Kingdom prepared for them” (Matthew 25:34). Read James 2:14-26 in which we are admonished that “faith without works is dead.” That solemn warning should cause each of us to examine himself to see whether or not his faith is genuine. “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

At Christ’s coming for judgment, the mortal bodies of the believers will be transformed into glorious and immortal bodies (read Job 19:25-27; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 42-44, 50-54). God will destroy this world of sin and fashion a new world into which sin and its curse may not enter. It will be a new heaven and a new earth, as beautiful as it was when it first came from the hand of God in creation (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21). This will be the home of those who have been cleansed by Jesus’ blood, endowed with glorified bodies, living in eternal fellowship with God. Then the work of redemption will have been brought to its glorious consummation.

Just when Christ will return for judgment is not known. In wisdom and mercy, God has withheld this knowledge from us. Only God knows when it will be (Mark 13:32). God wants us to be ready every day for His coming (Matthew 25:13). However, Christ has given us signs which will precede His coming: 1. The Gospel will be proclaimed to all nations for a testimony (Matthew 24:14); 2. There will be a great “falling away” from the faith (Matthew 24:24; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-13; 2 Peter 2:1-3:4); 3. The “Anti-Christ” will appear (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). 4. Great persecutions and tribulations will come over the faithful (Matthew 24:21-24); 5. Signs will appear in the heaven and will cause the hearts of men to tremble (Matthew 24:29).

Since it is easy to err in interpreting signs such as these, and since men cannot see the history of the world and the history of God’s kingdom in its proper perspective until it has come to an end, it is definitely true: “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:32). Christ therefore earnestly admonishes us to “watch and pray” so we don’t repeat the sad mistake of those who lived at the lime of the flood and were not ready (Matthew 24:21-51). — Read Christ’s exhortations for constant readiness: Matthew 25:1-30; Luke 12:35-48; 13:23-30; 17:20-37; 19:11-27.

Christians made spiritually alive in Christ by God’s grace, are in constant readiness for Christ’s return. We long for His second coming and the complete redemption which He will bring (Luke 21:28; Philippians 3:20-21; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 22:20). We realize that death may come at any moment. This may occur well before the day of Christ’s second coming. Enabled by God, we will keep ourselves in constant readiness either to depart from this life, or to be received by Christ on His second coming. 
Joyfully expecting to meet our Savior face to face, we join with John in the prayer with which he closes the Book of Revelation: “He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen” (Revelation 22:20-21).
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT WITNESSING
While we are here on earth, we will want to speak to others about Jesus, so that they may share the joys of heaven with us. Heaven is not for us alone; it is for all who believe. We want as many as possible to share with us the wonderful joys and happiness of heaven. Like Peter and John, “we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).

As those redeemed by our Savior and as joint-heirs with Him of life eternal we will want to share Him with as many as possible. He has asked us to do so (read Matthew 28:19-20). We are moved by His love for us to be His witnesses in all that we do while here on earth (Acts 1:8; 4:20).

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:46-48).

“… we persuade others. … For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. … All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; … Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:11-21).

You are writing each day a letter to men, 
Take care that the writing is true, 
‘Tis the only Gospel that some men will read — 
That Gospel according to you.
“You are the light of the world ... Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good works, and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). 
OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IN THE TRIUNE GOD

Already in the Old Testament, there are references to the Holy Trinity (Isaiah 6:3). On the one hand, He is described as “One Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4). On the other, the promised Messiah (Jesus Christ) is described as equal with God (Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 110:4-5; Jeremiah 23:5-6). The Holy Spirit is described as a person coming from God (Isaiah 63:10).

In the New Testament, the revelation of God as triune is much clearer. The Holy Trinity was revealed at Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:16-17). God the Father sent the Son (John 3:16; Galatians 4:4). The Son is of the same nature as the Father. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son (John 15:26, yet is a distinct person (John 14; 16:26).

That God is triune is clearly stated in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19), and in the Apostolic Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14). The church coined the words “triune” and “trinity.”
With these terms, we confess our faith in God the Father, who made us; God the Son who redeemed us; and God the Holy Spirit, who creates faith within us and keeps us in the true saving faith. This is the fundamental confession of the Christian Church. Our salvation depends on the Triune God.

In eternity, when we shall see God as He is (1 John 3:2), we shall know Him more fully as the Triune God. The Triune God is the first and the last, and beside Him there is no other God. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

+
+
+

WORK SHEET

1. The __________________ brought evil into the world.
2. __________________ brought sorrow and death into the world.

3. God sends us trouble, because He loves us.    (  ) True (  ) False

4. God permits trouble that it might serve a good purpose in our lives. 
(  ) True (  ) False

5. God enables us to endure trouble.    (  ) True (  ) False

6. When we die ___________________ and ____________________ separate.

7. The unbeliever has another chance after he dies.   (  ) True (  ) False

8. Because Christ has triumphed over death, believers need not fear death. 
(  ) True (  ) False

9. At death, the Christian’s soul is taken to ________________________.
10. No one knows when Christ will come again.    (  ) True (  ) False

11. On Judgment Day, soul and body will be reunited.

(  ) True (  ) False

12. The unbelievers will be condemned for not believing in Jesus. 
(  ) True (  ) False

13. The believers will have the joys of heaven, because (Check correct statement)

(  ) they have earned it through their good life.

(  ) God grants it out of grace for Christ’s sake.
14. We believe in the _______________ God, ___________, _________, and

_____________________.
15. Survey your circle of friends, acquaintances, people you know casually. How many of them know Jesus as their Savior? Are you sharing what you have learned about Jesus with them? Can you bring them along to Bible class? To church with you?  
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WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH





… TO THE BELIEVER





BUT WHAT ABOUT  THE UNBELIEVERS?





BUT WHAT ABOUT THE UNBELIEVERS?





THE BODY WILL BE RESURRECTED





THE DAY OF JUDGMENT





HOW MEN WILL BE JUDGED





“A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH”





“WATCH AND PRAY”





“WE MUST ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST”





SIGNS OF CHRIST’S RETURN





OLD TESTAMENT 


REFERENCES TO THE HOLY TRINITY





“COME, LORD JESUS!”





NEW TESTAMENT 


REVELATIONS TO THE HOLY TRINITY





“THE TRIUNE GOD”





IN ETERNITY WE SHALL KNOW GOD PERFECTLY





“TRUE GOD AND TRUE MAN”
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