Sermon Outline for July 31, 2011, Pentecost 7 

Matthew 14:13-21; Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9:1-13 

 Appetizers and the Great Banquet

Sometimes an appetizer can be a whole meal. But can a meal be an appetizer? Jesus provides a meal that leaves five thousand men plus women and children more than satisfied. Filling as it was, though, we’ll be mistaken if we don’t realize that this meal was still just an appetizer. 

1. The world has been r__________ by the fall into sin (14:13–15), leaving us tired and hungry on multiple levels.  

a) The fall into sin results in the fatigue of the disciples. It results in the sorrow and likely the fatigue of Jesus’ own human nature. 

b) The effects of sin include s_____________, deficiencies—in this case, insufficient food for a crowd of people.  

2. Jesus’ m____________ a meal shows the compassion to be shown in even greater measure on the cross. 

c) In the state of humiliation, Jesus didn’t always use his divine power, except as it applied to his work of the salvation of sinners. 

d) The big miracle—the r_______ meal—is the compassion Jesus has for all people, which led him away from the crowds and to the cross.  

e) Christ's disciples are not s__________ or only temporarily fed, but fully and eternally satisfied.  

f) God’s grace overflows to us in forgiveness of sins and abundant life that results. 

Reflect / Discuss / Pray / Plan 

1. What “hunger” or desires do we mistake for our greater need? What kinds of junk food are we tempted to gorge on in place of the Bread of Life? 

2. How might one determine that a church and worship service or “Divine Service” has fed us what God knows we need most (Word and Sacrament, Law and Gospel, forgiveness)?  

Next Sunday:  
Job 38:4-18;  Psalm 18:1-16



Romans 10:5-17; Matthew 14:22-33 

Fill these in today? ← 
ruined, shortages, multiplying, 



real, superficially 

